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In lieu of preface

There comes a time when we take into account the fact that 
everything we do will become a memory in due course. That is 

maturity. To reach it, one must already have memories.

Cesare Pavese, This Business of Living

“

Since 2008, the violent entry of the concept of “crisis” 
and its associated economic terminology into the 
European reality managed to alter our intellectual 

space. The Crisis became a stimulus for historians and 
non-experts to re-read about the past and seek answers 
to questions they never had before. After all, the concept 
of “crisis” could be seen as a useful tool for interpreta-
tion of the course of history. Linking past, present and 
future is quite tempting for those who investigate histo-
ry: they perceive it as a means to uncover concealed rela-
tions and hidden meanings that are part of a Present that 
shakes trusts and injures consciences.

The rising voices of the Eurosceptics, who are end-
lessly penetrating Europe, lead to the conclusion that the 
period of the interwar period is not as distant as we be-
lieved. This conclusion arises from the juxtaposition of 
some of the main features that distinguished European 
states and political leaderships in the period between the 
two World Wars, which is defined as ‘Interwar’.

After the end of World War I, Europeans desperately 
sought their hope among the War’s ashes and ruins. Most 
countries’ elected leaders appeared incapable of resolv-
ing the crushing problems their people faced; democ-
racy was collapsing. This obscure state of collapse gave 
birth to seemingly elected, albeit fascist and totalitarian, 
regimes that graciously appeared as the sole answer to 
their problems.

The paradigm of Mussolini’s fascist Italy was followed 
by Hitler’s Germany, Franco’s Spain, Salazar’s Portugal, 
Metaxa’s Greece. The situation was similar in other states 
as well (Russia, Hungary, Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Lith-
uania, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, and others). Nomenclature 
used in the political formations that prevailed in Eu-
rope during that period reflects two dominant concepts: 
the notion of “people” and the concept of “fatherland”. 
It is worth noting that some of the regimes had com-
munist-socialist ideological roots. In Italy, Mussolini 

emerged as a fanatical communist, while Hitler’s first 
political party was the Worker’s Party. Yet, the general 
orientation of Europe’s political scene in the late 1920’s, 
especially after the effect of the Wall Street Crash of 1929 
on the European economies, was towards extreme pop-
ulism, effectively turning the interwar crisis into a series 
of catastrophic events to which we later refer as Second 
World War.

Today’s Europe may be far from reaching the politi-
cal decline of the interwar period, however, being in the 
midst of recession and unemployment, alarming signs 
tend to emerge. Entrenchment of national borders with-
in the European family, focus on defending the interests 
of the “homeland” in the strict sense of the term, and in-
difference to the more general developments in Europe, 
leading to unintended violations of the rules of European 
law are signs that Europe is currently experiencing ef-
fects that remind us of the interwar period.

Thankfully, the European Union is equipped with bod-
ies and institutions that shield against idling in light of 
the evident fading of the general idea of unity, and is able 
to bring the member states that went “astray” back to the 
right path. Meantime, many European citizens, having 
experienced and realised the magnitude of the destruc-
tion cause by the War, are determined to prevent similar 
misery in the future. Among them are the participants 
of “The Day After”. Filled with great interest and passion 
for work, they collaborated, discussed, exchanged views 
and created materials sharing various aspects of the In-
terwar period that would be used for friendly, calm and 
anti-intolerant articulation.

Sophia Athanasiadou

Head of Programmes
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ARTICLES
The groups were asked to write an article  

addressing the following questions.

What are the general conditions that favored  

the rise of Fascism and Nazism during the  

Interwar Period? 

Are there any similar conditions  

in the EU today?

The content of the articles reflects the views only of the authors, and the coordinators cannot be 
held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

Part A

This is what they had to say.
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The rise of Fascism 
Is there a comeback?

Fascism is a radical authoritarian nationalism that bulged in early 20th cen-

tury Europe, characterized by one-party totalitarian regimes run by dictators. 

This form of political group began during World War I. In 1920, militant strike 

activity by industrial workers reached its peak in Italy. Mussolini (the leader 

of this political group) and the Fascists took advantage of the situation by al-

lying with industrial businesses and attacking workers and peasants in the 

name of preserving order and internal peace in Italy. Fascist believe that lib-

eral democracy is obsolete and to prepare for an armed conflict and respond 

to economic difficulties, it is necessary to have a totalitarian one-party state, 

led by a dictator. 

Fascists saw World War I as a revolution that brought massive changes to the 

nature of war, society, the state, and technology. The advent of total war and 

the total mass mobilization of society had broken down the distinction be-

tween civilians and combatants. A “military citizenship” arose in which all 

citizens were involved with the military in some manner during the war. The 

war resulted in the rise of a powerful state capable of mobilizing millions of 

people to serve on the front lines and providing economic production and 

logistics to support them, as well as having unprecedented authority to inter-

vene in the lives of citizens.

Fascism was sparked by high unemployment, destabilized government and 

fear of communism. When the Communists came to power in Russia, they 

executed Tsar Nicholas II. This was a warning to every royal in Europe and the 

wealthy feared for their power. Fascism organizations leaders (like Mussolini 

and Hitler) exploited this fear to secure help from the wealthy and powerful. 

In addition, wounded national pride was one of the reasons of the rise of fas-

cism. For example, Italy was among the victors in WWI, but received none of 

the spoils of the war. Germany lost the war, much territory and had to endure 

the Treaty of Versailles which led to total blame and financial reparations. 

Also, there were many war veterans from WWI. There were experienced sol-

diers, jobless and still armed. They were pulled in Fascism party and against 

other political parties. Political disputes often turned in to violent fights in 
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streets and these conditions favored the most ruthless political party. And 

of course, the biggest influencer of Fascism was the Great Depression. The 

events of the Great Depression resulted in an international surge of fascism 

and the creation of several fascist regimes and regimes that adopted fascist 

policies.

In conclusion, fascism provided dictatorial power, forcible suppression of op-

position and control of industry and commerce. They demonstrated it as a key 

to out of economical crisis, out of great depression and strong leadership and 

national pride. Therefore, similar European nations like Italy and Germany, 

began to turn to fascism, for example Japan, Spain, Hungary and Romania.

After the WWII, there was a rage against fascism which integrated into moral 

codes and institutions. It seems that we are used to think that Fascism some-

how belongs to the past, but is it really so? As O.H. Schmidt states in his arti-

cle, that Fascism seems to be very much alive, but probably in different way. 

Currently there are some aspects of Fascism that are alive today. For example, 

the breeding ground for fascism is real major crisis and collective trauma. In 

today’s world, the breeding ground is – the globalization, the impact of global 

financial and economic crisis in 2008 and the migratory pressure on a lot of 

liberal democracies – experienced especially in year 2015 with millions of mi-

grants and refugees arriving at the border and shores of the European Union. 

It must be said that all of these factors are valid for all countries with current 

fascistic tendencies and these circumstances do not automatically trigger po-

litical groups. 

Another factor is the authoritarian leader. Based on the breeding ground 

mentioned above, an authoritarian leader bundles the energy of the frustrat-

ed, unsatisfied and disappointed people and transform it into political action. 

People have issues with current political system, believe that the political 

class or even society in general is corrupt and morally wrong. Fascists think 

that there is a need for an authoritarian leader who can re-establish a stable 

and orderly society, fix the problems and forge national unity and national re-

juvenation. It usually goes along with ethnical or racist discrimination. Who 

do we have as current leaders? Donald Trump, Victor Orban, Vladimir Putin 

etc. And of course, Nigel Farage, who is focusing on destroying Britain’s mem-

bership of the European Union.

One factor is enforced political conformity as a political strategy. It is known 

that authoritarian leaders want to rule on their own. They do not like partic-

Rääma Noorte Ühing Noorus  The rise of Fascism – Is there a comeback?
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ipation and co-determination. It limits their power. And for them it is a sign 

of weakness. Of course. it also delays political procedures. That’s why they 

opponents of democratic checks and balances. Once in power many of them 

are trying to change the politically system completely. For example, Donald 

Trump said to limit the free press in the United States when he becomes Pres-

ident. In Putin terms it is called a “guided democracy”. 

Another factor, and really important factor, is pretending to represent the will 

of the people. They are suggesting that they represent the will of all people. 

Often they gather some real democratic legitimization, but then they usually 

abuse their legitimization and change the whole political system. But the im-

portant thing to notice is, that they do not stand for all people. They are just 

representing a part of the people – which usually does not give them authori-

zation to eliminate checks and balances of the liberal democracy. 

Nevertheless, there are some important differences between the history and 

today – there is no coherent ideology and conviction of Fascism in todays 

world, none of the leaders mentioned above claim to implement a one-party 

state and todays generations are not militarized or traumatized by the war 

experience. Hopefully people can see the warning signs and actually stand 

against authoritarian leaders.

REFERENCES

This article cites articles at the following list of websites.

• lumenlearning.com

• quora

• wikipedia

• patriceayme.wordpress.com

• thefutureoftheeuropeanunion.blogactiv.eu
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The consequences of WWI, instability in in-
ternational relations democracy in danger? 
Post-war crisis in Europe

The First World War had a huge impact on European society. While France 

and the UK were managing to contain the social unrest caused by the conflict 

by increasing democracy, in Italy and Germany such period of unrest led to 

the advent of totalitarian regimes.

The Paris Conference generated for many reasons a climate of tension, be-

cause of the dissatisfaction of the losing countries and in some case of the 

winners too. The principle of nationality, supported by the American presi-

dent Wilson, worked as detonator for ethnic conflicts which led to aggressive 

form of nationalism.

After the First World War, Europe’s working class went on a massive mobili-

zation process. In the whole Europe this was the so-called “Red Biennium” 

(1919-1920). Crowds strongly entered the historical scene. The democratic 

system didn’t seem to be able to deal with the post-war problems. Many peo-

ple asked for the creation of authoritarian regimes to bring the order back. So 

the political, social and economic upheavals caused by the war led directly to 

the rise of totalitarianism in Europe and to the outbreak of World War II.

Meanwhile, during the 1930s, the Great Depression and the memory of the 

tragic losses in WWI pushed the USA towards isolationism. Moreover, the 

League of Nations failed to resolve or play any role in the dispute involving 

major powers. The devastating effects of the American crisis led in the Thir-

ties also to the formation of totalitarian regimes in Germany and other Euro-

pean countries, even in Italy, where the dictatorship had started in 1922.

Despite having won the war, Italy in fact wasn’t fully satisfied with the out-

comes of the Treaties of Versailles. Mussolini took advantage of the post-war 

social unrest and political instability and changed the course of Italian society 

for more than twenty years. The social unease concerned above all the mid-

dle class: the employees’ salaries were reduced, because of the inflation, and 

the war veterans, come back from the conflict, didn’t succeed in integrating 

again into the actual society. The middle class needed order and hated the 
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corruption of the liberal political class. In 1919 Mussolini founded in Milan 

the movement of the “Fasci di Combattimento” (Fasci of Combat, fighting 

groups), later converted into the Fascist Party (1921). His strategy just from 

beginning was the one to exploit the bourgeois fear of a Bolshevik revolution 

promising stability and order, and to eliminate the dissidents by using vio-

lence, within the bounds of illegality. In 1922, following the “March on Rome”, 

Mussolini was asked by the Italian king to form a new government; from 1925-

26 the so- called “Leggi fascistissime” (Fascist Laws) gave the start to the dic-

tatorial regime. The liberal state was definitively destroyed. In order to create 

consent the Fascist Party influenced and modified every field of public life 

and all the institutions. 

In Germany, the crisis and failure of Weimar Republic finally led to the rise of 

the Nazism in 1933. At the end of 1918 the far left in Germany was organised 

according to the Russian model of the “Soviet”, under the leadership of Spart-

acus League, founded in 1917 by Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg. Later 

they promoted a revolt in Berlin, but it was defeated due to the involvement 

of extreme right paramilitary corps, the Freikorps. In 1919 Germany became 

a Republic, but it was still troubled by left and right extremist movements, 

that sparked political violence. The Constitution of Weimar attempted in vain 

to establish a balance among the powers, but the government coalitions re-

mained unstable, while the economy was crushed by the harsh terms imposed 

on Germany with the Treaties of Versailles (among other things, the prohibi-

tion of rearmament and the payment of a huge sum of money, destined to 

restore the damages caused by the war in the other countries). In the 1920s, 

the economic situation drastically worsened: the inflation and the monetary 

system were destroyed. The lack of funds caused innumerable cuts to services 

and to the economy in general; many war veterans were deeply disappointed 

by the promises not maintained from the state. The political thought moved 

therefore towards far right, by bringing to the power Adolf Hitler in 1933.

The Interwar crisis could seem the beginning of the end of European civili-

sation. However, Europe’s capacity to react to war depended on its ability to 

overcome the aggressive nationalism that had dragged the continent into the 

catastrophe of the two World Wars.

Nowadays Europe is again threatened, for different reasons, by nationalisms. 

The multi-ethnic society and the problems connected with the huge number 

of immigrants, the fall of the Berlin Wall (1989) and the failure of the Commu-

nist regimes in Eastern Europe, the end of the Cold War, the economic crisis 

ComeUnaMarea Onlus  Post-war crisis in Europe



14 Articles

of the last ten years and the consequent increase in unemployment: all these 

reasons have caused in Europe instability in international relations and have 

promoted nationalist policies.

But Europe has meanwhile got a new way to overcome this heavy situation: 

the EU, founded as European Economic Community (ECC) in 1957 (Treaties of 

Rome) and later converted into European Union (Treaty of Maastricht, 1992). 

Its aims are, among the other ones, to strengthen the democratic legitimacy 

of the institutions, to preserve them from the rebirth of totalitarian regimes, 

to maintain peace among the countries.

This can be reached only through a closer cooperation among the member 

States, in relation to a common foreign and immigration policy, shared strat-

egies of fight against the international organised crime (men, drug and weap-

ons traffic), and the coordination of economic policies by common market 

and monetary union.

The only way to overcome nationalism actually was, and remains also today, 

to work together towards a common goal of a united and peaceful Europe.

ComeUnaMarea Onlus  Post-war crisis in Europe



15

From Fascism to Illiberalism 
History & Politics

History is the most beautiful story. It is everyone’s story and we live it every 

day. It is therefore essential to understand it in order to see our existence on 

the entire time axis from the past, passing through present and up until fu-

ture. 

A simple look on the whole human history, even done by a non-specialist, 

leads us naturally to the conclusion that human society had an evolution 

whose complexity grew constantly passing through historical eras, through 

diverse approaches and philosophies that caused the great struggles of histo-

ry if we think of military conflicts, geographical discoveries, thinking trends 

etc.

This dynamic evolution involved the most diverse aspects of society: econo-

my, culture, society, technical progress. In history and through history, man 

has become wiser, got free from the harsh nature, placed himself above the 

animals, put his mind and skills at work in order to build a better life and then 

a better society, putting into place the values that were supposed to govern it.

Like any other evolution, this one required some sacrifices and some giving 

up that were accepted at that historical moment as something normal. Now-

adays, as citizens of the 21st century, a lot of events or decisions taken in the 

last centuries may seem exaggerated or totally wrong, but we must take into 

consideration the fact that they evolved in a different era and were described 

and evaluated according to the values, rules and traditions that governed so-

ciety at that particular moment. 

It is said that time heals all wounds. In studying history at a scientific level, it 

may not be so significant, but if we have a look in our past, as individual be-

ings, it will definitely be in an emotional way. This thing may make us laugh 

and pass easily over stories from eras long gone, even if in our subconscious 

we know they hide struggles, conquests, intrigues, violence. Or it may make 

us become more careful, more cautious and maybe more objective when we 

have a look in our recent history, the one our grandparents, our parents and 

even us lived. 

Ec
o

lo
gi

ca
l T

o
u

ri
sn

 A
ss

o
ci

at
io

n
 C

am
en

a
Drobeta Turnu Severin
ROMANIA



16 Articles

When we say recent history we probably think of the 20th century, the one 

who brought the deepest and most profound changes in human society. It 

is the century of two world wars, of scientific revolution, of stepping on the 

Moon and of setting peoples free. All these phenomena have drawn maps, 

have opened pages of history, have created states but have sadly led to the 

death of tens of thousands of victims. The world as we see it today is the result 

of this century. And especially of the Two World Wars with everything they 

implied.

If the First World War can be seen generally as an episode of breaking away of 

nations from the last medieval, imperial and colonial structures, it seems that 

its aftermath brought not only constructive or positive results to mankind. In 

any conflict there are winners and losers and the last will never be satisfied 

with the outcome and they will always try to find their own justice.

It is a law of history. And it is proven that this fact favoured by a multitude of 

other factors, led to The Second World War. 

We will describe in the next part our opinion on this evolution in the recent 

world history. 

Although we may believe that republics and democracy were born from the 

ashes of the empires, the beginning of the 20th century was one of the ex-

tremes, of diverse problems, military, social and economical. Once the First 

World War was over, it seemed that mankind and especially Europe would 

remain in peace but the storms of changes were yet to come. October 1917 

brings the Revolution in Russia that overthrown the Romanov dynasty and 

brings into power the Bolsheviks with repercussions that will be felt on the 

entire continent by the end of the century. The Treaty of Versailles splits Eu-

rope in two, putting Germany on a position which was difficult to be accept-

ed by the people because the Prussian pride was strongly hurt and the West 

entered a period of apparent relaxation (The Nations League was created, a 

forefather for UN) but behind this appeared the germs of what was to became 

the plague of the century: Fascism, Nazism and Communism.

The Italian Fascist movement appeared after the end of First World War when 

Italy was facing a profound crisis. It was supported not only by the population 

troubled by war and poverty but also by many rich bankers and businessmen 

that hoped the new political group was an efficient force against the commu-

nist ideas that were spread in the country.

E.T.A. Camena  From Fascism to Illiberalism – History & Politics
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But there was a context that favoured this evolution. The society was in a state 

of general confusion and the economy was growing very slowly. The perspec-

tive of the spreading of communism generated fear. In this context the propa-

ganda and populism found what they needed to grow and the citizens weren’t 

able to oppose them. 

Yet, how was it possible, Italy being one of the allied countries, meaning on 

the winning part? Let’s have a look at the First World War…

In 1915, Italy signed secretly The Treaty from London in which Great Britain 

offered extended territories to Italy in the area of the Adriatic: Tyrol, Dalma-

tia and Istria. Such a generous offer couldn’t be refused and Great Britain and 

France needed Italy’s support for opening the southern part of the west front. 

The purpose was the clear separation of the Central Powers, between East and 

West. The plan was a logical one but it assumed military victories of Italy and 

they didn’t come. Between 1915 and 1917 the Italian army advanced only a few 

kilometres in the Austrian territory and in October 1917 there was the disaster 

at Caporetto. In that succession of battles, the Italians had faced the entire 

Austrian army and 7 German divisions. The Italians lost 300,000 people and 

although they were victorious at Vittorio Veneto in 1918, the psychological im-

pact from Caporetto was huge. The retreat brought humiliation and shame in 

Italy. Until the end of the war, Italy had 600,000 deaths, 950,000 wounded and 

250,000 crippled people. The cost of the war exceeded the state’s budget of the 

last 50 years. 1918 brought a huge inflation and unemployment. At least Italy 

was between the winning countries and could expect compensations after the 

Treaty of Versailles. In reality, Italy did not get much at Versailles. The Italian 

people saw their leaders humiliated when “The Big Three” (USA, France and 

Great Britain) have ignored the Italian delegation which was considered as 

having a secondary importance. Italy didn’t receive what was promised in the 

Treaty of London and this fact determined resentments and profound frus-

trations, taking into consideration the huge loses the country had fighting for 

the Allies. The delegation came back defeated and for the nationalist spirit 

the failure of confronting the great powers of Versailles was impossible to for-

give. So, an extremely favourable context to the growing up of the fascist cur-

rent was created. The fascist movement was brought to power in a forced way 

(The Marsh on Rome in 1922 ). In these conditions, the Prime Minister (Benito 

Mussolini) started to put into practice the ideas from the programme of the 

National Fascist Party. Mussolini got increased powers through a special law, 

so he banned any form of opposition and all the organisations that were not 

E.T.A. Camena  From Fascism to Illiberalism – History & Politics
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fascist (parties, syndicates). The institutions of the state (like monarchy) were 

reduced to a symbolical role. The National Fascist Party became the only po-

litical party. The fascists were supported by the political police (OVRA) and by 

the paramilitary organizations The Black Shirts and Ballila. More then that, 

Mussolini started the cult of own personality proclaiming himself “Il Duce” 

(The Duke - The Ruler). Through the adopted measured, Italy was changed 

into a “corporatist state” in which the most important interests were the one 

of the corporation and not of the individual. Fascism has as objective the ab-

sorption of the society and of the individual into the state, the destabilisation 

of the civil society, the destruction of human personality. Like in any other 

totalitarian systems, these targets are followed through perfecting the bu-

reaucratic-centralising repressive methods but also through improving mass 

propaganda techniques. 

In Germany, a country among the losing part of the First World War, the situ-

ation was not very different. It is important to mention that the large majority 

of Nazi Germany leaders fought in the war (starting with Hitler, Himmler or 

Goring) militaries that saw their army defeated and their country humiliated 

and divided. Once again the ruins of war were creating the right situation 

for the birth of nationalist ideas. Germany becomes a republic for the first 

time in history and the socialists agree with the peace terms, generating the 

frustration of the nationalists. Despite having a period of economic recovery 

(the 20s) especially due to American investments, the great economical crises 

between 1929 and 1933 and the growth of the influence of national-socialists 

changed the situation radically. Unemployment raised enormously affecting 

around 6 million people. The German society balanced between communists 

and nationalists, followers of the National Socialist Party of Workers (GNSPW) 

led by Adolf Hitler. He took advantage of the split of the left parties and his 

party, financed by big German industrial tycoons like Alfred Krupp but also 

through a clever propaganda won (without having absolute majority) the elec-

tions from November 1932 and wanted to be Prime Minister. On January 30th 

1933, the president of Germany, von Hinderburg (already an old man since its 

election in 1925), appointed Hitler as Cancellar. It’s worth to mention the fact 

that unlike Mussolini who arrived to power by force, using the street, Hitler 

got the power using legal ways, winning the elections. It was the beginning of 

the National Socialist Party regime that started a few years later the Second 

World War. All Germans became part of organisations controlled by Nation-

al Socialist Party of the German Workers like the Work Front, that replaced 

the syndicates or Hitlerjügend (The Young Hitlerists). Any form of opposition 
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was destroyed, even inside the party. The press was censored and the regime 

propaganda intensified through publications, radio and cinema. The Gestapo, 

the feared political police of the regime, was supervising every activity. The 

national socialist regime turned antisemitism into a policy of the state in the 

name of the so called purification of the Arian race. Thus began the Jews dis-

criminations. They were removed from their jobs and made to obey the racial 

laws (the laws of Nurnberg) and they lost their political and civil rights. 

The National Socialist ideology was ultranationalist, racist, anti-Semite being 

presented by Adolf Hitler in his book “Mein Kampf” (My Fight). According to 

this ideology, the German race of Arians war superior, reason for which they 

should rule the world and all the others, considered to be inferior (like the 

Jews) had to be exterminated because the German Race needed a so called 

vital space in order to develop and expand. National Socialism sustained the 

necessity of conquering it through war.

The National Socialist Party was created following the model of Mussolini’s 

fascists but its fanatical racist conception made it very different from the fas-

cist movement in Italy. The end of the fascist movement seemed very far in 

1930, when the 20th century seemed to be, according to Mussolini «The Fas-

cist Era”. Germany and Italy were acting at different levels and so was Imperial 

Japan. Although Japan’s actions didn’t have a real fascist character, the coun-

try’s close relations with Germany and Italy placed it in the fascist side. Fascist 

parties spread all over Europe: in Britain, Fascist Union led by Sir Oswald 

Mosley and French Action-in France. More or less fascist regimes took power 

in Portugal, Austria, Greece and Romania but fascist ideas could be found in 

Brazil and Argentina too. But still, how was it possible that in the centre of Eu-

rope, in the heart of civilisation created through hundred of years of historical 

evolution, where the Renaissance and Enlightenment appeared, to have so 

repressive regimes that mutilated an entire century with effects up until now? 

There are multiple answers to this question and probably we can’t find one 

that offers a complete and full understanding. 

We could think, for example, of the influence that the German philosopher 

Nietzsche had on individuals like Mussolini or Hitler (both of them are pre-

sumed to have read him). According to Nietzsche, individuals must raise 

above the mass culture. He believed that some people are capable to become 

superior individuals through the use of power. Through this raising over the 

mass culture, society could produce superior beings, healthier and stronger. 
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Many politicians of the 20th century were at least slightly familiar with 

these ideas without being able to tell for sure that they have read the works 

of Nietzsche. What we know for sure is the fact that Hitler was a frequent 

visitor of the museum in Weimar, dedicated to the philosopher and he used 

some phrases, taken from his works (like the Gods of Earth) in his work “Mein 

Kampf”. Another argument we might consider, found in the social political 

theory, is the hidden need of people to be ruled in an authoritarian manner, 

by a strong hand, a thing that brings the feeling and the idea of stability and 

equilibrium. The First World War left behind not only economical disaster, 

poverty and destruction but also the dissatisfaction and the frustrations of the 

defeated nations. And there were not any nations, but the nations that have 

written history hundreds of years. And last but not least, we had a Europe of 

the winners that watched in a detached way what began to grow slowly not far 

from it. It was rejoicing over the technical developments, delighted by shows 

and a new life but was hesitating in putting a stop to the repeated violations 

of the Treaty of Versailles. We take into consideration a very simple example. 

The entire working force of Germany in the area of aviation numbered in 1933 

a total of 4000 workers that were dealing with civil aviation. Two years later, 

their number reached 60,000 and they were working in the military aviation 

mostly because military investments in aviation will prove to be the most im-

portant in the arming of Germany. We believe that all these factors have con-

tributed to the rapid growth of the fascist and Nazi currents, in the interwar 

Europe. 

At a closer look, although the today world seemed to overcome these dark 

phases of history, we may observe in the Europe of the 2018 approaches and 

speeches that should make us think deeply because they are questioning the 

democratic values on which most of modern civilization is built or towards 

which modern nations tend to. Even if we do not identify clearly approaches 

of a fascist or extreme national socialist type, we could at least ask ourselves: 

would the fascism of the 21st century be identical with the one 90 years ago? 

Do we have enough common elements in order to identify it? Could it be that 

what lies deep in the speech of nowadays politicians is a message more subtle, 

a lot different but having a common element – populism - and because of it, 

the message has the same degree of addressability, to an audience which lacks 

political education due to educational and economical limitations? A simple 

example: the anti-immigration speech. We can find it in many countries (Hun-

gary, Austria, Germany, Italy, Turkey and even the USA) and it is created and 

it develops taking advantage of the natural fear of a part of the population but 
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also of isolated situations in which immigrants have troubled the peace and 

tranquillity of certain communities. But politicians tend to generalise these 

facts easily, don’t they? Another example: the tendency of some countries to 

switch from the European values they voluntarily subscribed to, because of 

economic motivations (Poland, Hungary, Romania, The Czech Republic) also 

by invoking the interferential policies of the European Union. This is a false 

issue because each member state has assumed the terms of the Treaty and the 

consequences that come from it. But political analysis show that not only in 

the public speech but also some economical or judicial decisions are related 

to the trend of thinking that shows an affinity with Russia, that is with a state 

where democratic mechanisms are annihilated in any form of presentation. 

Another example is the so called Theory of Conspiracy. We can find opinions 

like that in different countries situated in the Centre of Europe (Hungary, Ro-

mania and others too). «We are not allowed to develop», «groups of people 

outside the countries plot and denigrate our nations”, «there are groups of 

interests that interfere with our democracy”. Usually, such approaches are 

focused on a precise target, in order to justify themselves to the public, in the 

public space. For example, not only in Hungary but also in Romania, George 

Soros, an American businessman of Hungarian origin is identified in the 

demagogical speech both in Bucharest and Budapest as being the source of 

evil. This approach unveils a kind of traditionalism which believes that your 

own space, your identity is essential and it is always threaten from the out-

side. Such an approach - the cult of traditionalism - is according to Umberto 

Eco, the first feature of the eternal fascism. Such an approach is even more 

dangerous nowadays, when we witness a mixture of approaches that include 

elements of fascism and of illiberalism. This is a subtle mixture which can 

hardly be identified and which is not assumed. In order to sustain these ideas 

we have the example of the Hungarian leader from Budapest who claimed 

he wants to transform Hungary into an illiberal state, giving as a successful 

example the model of Putin’s Russia. The pattern can be easily found in other 

parts of the world - in Erdogan’s Turkey or, experienced for many years, in 

Lukasenko’s Belarus. Conservatory Poland seems to follow more and more 

clearly this line, and the ascension of the extreme right in the West European 

States means there is a clear path for illiberalism.

The social media and networks are a fertile terrain for promoting illiberalism 

offering a multitude of electronic publications of obscure origins that pro-

mote theories of conspiration, qualified lies, ethnical, social and religious in-

tolerance. 
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We found in the prestigious intellectual weekly magazine “The Old Dilemma” 

an article written in 2016 by Ovidiu Nahoi who makes a very good comparison 

between liberals and “illiberals”, which can help us understand why we say 

that today’s illiberalism is what fascism was 80-90 years ago. 

- For a liberal, the rights and freedoms are basic conditions for a successful 

society. For the illiberal they are a source of disorders.

- For a liberal, the future can be better than the present. For the illiberal the 

past was better. 

- For a liberal, problems can have explanations and possibly solutions. For 

illiberal problems have responsible persons. 

- For a liberal, solutions are never simple and their effect is not guaranteed. 

For an illiberal the solutions are always simple and represent the best choice. 

The liberal always has questions and he questions himself but the illiberal has 

just answers. 

- For a liberal, diversity is fascinating, what is different in intriguing. For an 

illiberal diversity is a problem and what is different may be threatening or 

despicable. 

- For a liberal, the majority must be listened to and protected. For an illiberal 

the majority dictates. 

- For a liberal, the functioning of the institutions is important. For an illiberal 

the force of the leader is essential.

- For a liberal, negotiation is important. For an illiberal it is synonymous with 

treason. The liberal looks for compromise; the illiberal wants force. 

- For a liberal, patriotism means the promotion of values and a successful 

country together with partners and allies. For an illiberal patriotism is histor-

ical payback. 

Do these things sound familiar to you?

Illiberalism is, in our opinion, the new face of fascism.
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The rise of Fascism during the Interwar  
Period in Greece

The Greek Interwar, the period between 1923 (after the Destruction of Asia Mi-

nor) and 1940 (the beginning of World War II for Greece), characterized by ex-

acerbating social inequalities, is divided into two phases. During the first phase, 

1923 – 1929, the circumstances created caused the decline of the already low liv-

ing standards, which now also affected the social strata. At the same time, there 

is a strong manifestation of political discontent for the events which led to it. 

During the second phase, the financial crisis of 1929 had a significant negative 

impact on the grassroots classes and led to an extreme radicalisation of both 

the working class and the medium-sized and poor farmers. Having foreseen 

this development, in 1929 the Venizelos government introduced the idionymon, 

a law “Concerning safety measures for the social establishment and protection 

of freedom”, which aimed to penalize the insurrectional ideas and in particu-

lar to fire prosecution against communists, anarchists and enforce repression 

against the unionist mobilizations. Although it was cruelly implemented, the 

fear it generated was not enough to prevent the social explosion.

At a local level there is also a lot of strike action in sectors such as those of 

shoemakers, millworkers, dockers, longshoremen, as well as those of railway 

workers, electricity company workers and others. This action came to its peak 

with the events that followed the dockers’ strike (Limenergatika) in 1934; strikers 

were hit with weapons by the Military and the Police, 6 workers were killed and 

many more severely injured. Kalamata witnessed many war scenes and the city 

was in a state of “true revolution” as mentioned in the Athenian newspapers 

of the time. The conflicts spread from the port all over the city while residents 

supported the revolting. This is one of the most sanguinary pages of the work-

ers’ movement for which the workers were finally tried and convicted, instead 

of those who ordered the militants to fire.

A year later, in August 1935, amid the continuing strike action, there is a burst of 

massive public demonstrations by raisin producers which spread in all the pro-

ductive centres of Messenia: Pylos, Gargaliani, Filiatra, and Kyparissia. Being 

the victims of exploitation by state, traders, banks and usurers, raisin produc-

ers ask for the minimum protective measures for their labour. On 26 August the 

armed forces and the police hit protesters in Pylos; many are injured and 3 die. 

The uprising is spread, and in order to put it down, the government imposes 
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martial law, mobilises army divisions and gendarmeries, ships and aeroplanes, 

and proceeds with major arrests.

The violent repression was not able to suppress the radical revolt. In 1936 mas-

sive strikes take place on the occasion of the closing of the Zan&Ros factory in 

April; a general strike is spread all over Kalamata. The farmers prepared for a 

new wave of strike rallies following the decision taken at a large congress in 

Pyrgos.

Metaxas’ dictatorship is imposed amid aggravating conditions of class struggle 

and political instability and attempts to fascistize the society. Until that time 

the influence of the extreme right and fascist parties was subtle. In 1929 the 

Fascist Party, which kept small forces in Kalamata and Thouria, supported Per-

rotis’ candidacy for mayor, but then disappeared; Perrotis later became a Na-

zi-friendly Prefect during the German occupation.

In the 1936 elections Metaxas’ extreme right party,  which only received a 3.94% 

in Greece, received a high percentage of 13% in Messenia and elected 2 out of 

7 members of parliament in the region. Metaxas himself was a candidate but 

then chose the seat of Cephalonia.

While the political system was tottering, Metaxas of the 3.94% proclaimed him-

self governor with the backing of King George II on 4 August 1936. He had al-

ready created an internal enemy, the Communist Party of Greece (KKE); Metax-

as persecutes members, friends and simple sympathizers of his ideological 

opponent, KKE. He adopts aspects and practices of fascist Italy and Nazi Ger-

many and with these political components he builds his dictatorship. He tries to 

fascisize youth by creating the National Youth Organization (EON) which prac-

tically everyone was forced to join. Local newspapers were filled with names of 

students who supported EON. Metaxas’ youth adopts the Nazi uniform, the Nazi 

salute and the Nazi behaviour in general. Members of EON burn books, end 

rallies and act as squealers, informing even against their classmates.

In conclusion, we may take note of the aggravating social contrasts leading to 

the massive social conflicts. Nazism and fascism did not have a social basis; on 

the contrary, attempts were being made to form an antifascist front. The im-

position of a totalitarian regime by Metaxas aimed at the nazification of youth; 

however, despite these attempts and persecutions, the results were poor.

The deep financial crisis is present today on another level; it is spread all over  

Europe and gives rise to extreme right, fascist and Nazi parties on the grounds 

of an anti-migration climate created by various different fronts. Without the 

counterweight of a strong working class movement and major antifascist initia-

tives, the danger of an extreme right Europe becomes ever more visible.
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ESSAYS
The groups were asked to present and specify 

the effects of the WWII at their local/national 

level, if possible with example(s).

The content of the essays reflects the views only of the authors, and the coordinators cannot be 
held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.

Part B

This is what they had to say.
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The Consequences of World War II in the 
Everyday Life of Cypriots from September to 
the end of 1939

On 3rd September 1939, according to the Cypriot newspaper “Anexartitos” 

(meaning “Independent”), while fierce battles were taking place at the Ger-

man-Polish borders, Britain declared war against Nazi Germany, thus, theoret-

ically, implicating Cyprus into a state of war. On that very same day, the news 

was released in the press about “Air-raid Defense Exercises in the City of Lar-

naca”, “Civil Air Training” and “a Decree determining import and sale regula-

tions of petrol in Cyprus, etc.” This clearly renders the situation apparent that 

already in 1939, and despite the fact that the island never became a theatre of 

war operations, the consequences of warring became apparent, right from the 

start, at the level of everyday life of ordinary people, as well as in the early ef-

forts of the colonial government to take timely measures to protect the people 

from immediate shortcomings due to the war. 

In fact, the new governor, Sir William Battershill, who had reached the island 

just a few weeks before the war started, had the reputation of an exception-

al and liberal public servant who liked Cypriots and did not hide his friendly 

attitude towards them, to which the latter responded, despite what had hap-

pened previously during Palmer’s term of administration (RICHTER A. HEINZ, 

“GESCHICHTE DER INSEL ZYPERN”, (i.e. The History of the Island of Cyprus), 

Estia Bookshop, 2007, p. 619). Not only did the immediate measures of Bat-

tershill’s aim at protecting the people from potential air raids, but also other 

measures, such as the construction of a factory in Nicosia for the production 

of artificial fertilizers, of which a shortage due to the war was to be expected, 

or the concern to ensure the supplying of food to the islanders, sent a positive 

signal to the people (Richter, A.Η, p.620). Τhe Cypriots’ willingness, therefore, 

to join the English army, following a decision of Battershill’s, taken on 5th Sep-

tember, to establish a military body of 500 Cypriots, comes as no wonder. In-

deed, the response was so great, that within only 5 days, a large number had 

already filed an application (“Anexartitos”, 9th September). This was not only 

owing to the good relationship that was developing with the new government, 

but also because of the very good terms offered to the volunteers. The terms 

of recruitment (“Anexartitos”, 8th September) appeared in the local press very 

often. There were allowances to be paid to the families of the volunteers ac-
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cording to their marital status (“Anexartitos” 19th and 22nd September), their 

selection criteria (“Anexartitos” 18th October), etc. The names of those selected 

were published in the daily press. Among them were also many Turkish Cyp-

riots. Their military training was initially held in Nicosia and as of November 

1939 in the Polemidian camp (Richter, A.H., p.621), after which they were trans-

ferred to Egypt. One indication of the good climate that prevailed in the camp 

was the Governor’s visit there, on Christmas Eve, one day before the departure 

of the fourth mission group to Egypt. The Governor spent his day there and 

dined with them (“Anexartitos”, 22nd December). That fourth mission group, in 

fact, left for Egypt along with the first body of Cypriot muleteers. (“Anexartitos”, 

24th December). There had been an announcement by the government about 

the need for immediate recruitment and depending on their marital status, 

the recruits were offered, “A good salary and allowances, free food, shelter and 

blankets, clothing and a special kit of equipment, hospital care as well as dental 

treatment” (“Anexartitos”, 23rd November). Two companies of muleteers were 

sent, via Egypt, to France (Richter, A.H., p.621). The Reuter agency reported 

that “thousands of Indian mules arrived in France ... they would be the respon-

sibility of... and of the Cypriots, the mules that would tow vehicles” (“Anexarti-

tos”, 24th December).

Besides securing a good and safe salary, Cypriot volunteers in the English army 

escaped from unemployment and difficult living conditions by offering their 

services to a wealthy employer. The publication of an announcement by the 

Public Information Office (Anexartitos, 12th December), which had recently re-

ceived a letter from Egypt referring to the lives of Cypriot recruits, is character-

istic. The announcement stated that everyone was well, that a cook was hired 

to cook for them in the Cypriot way, as they were accustomed to, and that they 

would also be given a sum of money as a gift for approaching Christmas.

According to another press release (Anexartitos, 24th December), on Christmas 

Eve, “Mr. Leventis, President of the Cairo Cypriot Brotherhood, who had re-

cently visited the Egyptian commander of the English troops, organised a cel-

ebration and a ball on Christmas Eve in the honour of the Cypriot soldiers. On 

Christmas Day the Cypriot soldiers were invited to a Christmas dinner at the 

National Hotel.” To the poor Cypriots, it seemed that recruitment was also a way 

out of the congested limits of the island.

The departure for Egypt had a festive character. Here is how “Anexartitos” (9th 

December) describes the departure of the third volunteer body on 8th Decem-

ber, 1939: “… Amidst touching scenes yesterday afternoon... before the depar-

ture a parade took place in the field of the military barracks. Subsequently, the 

body was accompanied towards the railway station by the Police Philharmonic. 

Municipality of Lakatamia  Consequences of WWII in the daily life of Cypriots 
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Crowds of people of all ages and from all parts of the island followed the new re-

cruits. At the tobacco factory of ‘Dianellos & Vergopoulos’, the new recruits and 

the members of the Philharmonic were offered plenty of quality cigarettes.” In 

the light of all this, it is easy to understand the reasons why Georgios Menelaou 

and Chr. Thymidis of Morphos forged a birth certificate so as to join the army. 

Judge Cox sentenced them to only 5 days’ imprisonment, instead of the 3 years 

foreseen by the law, since their offense was “ in order to serve their homeland 

and the king”, according to the release by the newspaper “Anexartitos” on 28th 

December. In this atmosphere of euphoria and good co-operation, that pre-

vailed during the first months of the war, there may also be included the spon-

taneous, massive response of the people, individuals or groups, both Greek and 

Turkish Cypriots to the fund raiser for the British Red Cross, following a call of 

appeal by the Governor (“Anexartitos”, 20th September). Since then, the contri-

butions to the British Red Cross continued uninterruptedly, but by the end of 

the year contributions appeared to have been declining, since the people were 

experiencing more intensely the problem of unemployment, which affect-

ed mainly the poorer social groups of the people. The financial contributions 

in favor of the British Red Cross came from individuals, schools, companies, 

communities, etc. Typical cases were the Maronite villages, the Ottoman in-

habitants of Diorio (“Anexartitos”, 27th October), the Tsakkistra Primary School 

(“Anexartitos”,  18th October), the teachers and students of Lysis, (“Anexarti-

tos”,  22nd October), the teachers and pupils of Idalion, the pupils of the Turk-

ish Senior High School (“Anexartitos”, 25th October), the Armenian School of 

Larnaca (“Anexartitos”,  26th October), the village of Mora (“Anexartitos”, 28th 

November). Dimitrakis Dianelos, the tobacco manufacturer who lived in Vo-

los, offered £100 (“Anexartitos”, 20th December). The Metropolitan of Paphos 

and the Conservatory of the Archbishop’s throne also contributed £50 to the 

fund. By 1st November, 1939, the amount collected was £4,151 (“Anexartitos”, 

5th November) and by the end of November it came up to £4,983 (“Anexartitos”, 

29th November). Apart from the money contributions, however, various other 

events were also organised in favour of the Red Cross, such as the ball at Nicosia 

“Chantecler” in October 1939 and “the Grand Ball at the Morphos Reading Hall” 

on 2nd December (“Anexartitos”, 29th November) at 1 shilling for adult men, 

free for women, as well as a Mozart Concert (“Anexartitos”, 9th November). Fur-

thermore, a Pan-Cyprian fund raiser took place in favour of the British Legion 

in November 1939 (“Anexartitos”, 25th November). Fundraising for The British 

Red Cross continued, despite the fact that as of the beginning of November the 

problems brought on by the war started becoming more apparent to people’s 

lives. At the same time, other fundraisers were held in order to relieve the fi-

nancially weak who suffered from unemployment, poverty, lack of food and the 

profiteering of some merchants who took advantage of the war conditions for 
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easy money. These conditions continued in the years to come, too, consequent-

ly, the people rallied more vigorously with strikes and protests calling for more 

effective government intervention to contain unemployment, prices, traders 

and usurers. From August 1939 to December 1942, food prices went up by 241%, 

fabrics by 435% and fuels by 255%. (Richter, A.H., p.621). But by the end of 1939 

the conditions had not yet caused any dynamic reactions. On 5th November, a 

newspaper reader in a letter to “Anexartitos” suggested: “Let us not only help 

the Red Cross, but also our poor compatriots.” The newspaper headed the letter: 

“Let us offer our penny for all those who are deprived of bread” which reveals 

that the consequences of the war had already seriously affected a part of the 

Cypriot people. The same call for fundraising for the poor was addressed a few 

days later (“Anexartitos”, 12th November) by the Bishop of Pafos and Protector 

of the Archbishopric Throne, Leontios, who made an appeal to the priests, the 

unions and the public to hold fundraising events in order to enable the poorest 

groups of the people to cope with the difficulties created by the scourge of war. 

By the end of November, the problems of the poorest groups of the people had 

become quite clear, and the representatives of the workers’ guilds of Limassol 

called for labour rations and unemployment benefits because “The conditions 

created by the war had a particularly negative impact on the working classes” 

(“Anexartitos”, 30th November). On those same days, “The Committee of the 

Unemployed Workers of the Nicosia Guilds” announced a fundraiser and made 

an appeal to the public to respond to it” so as to show that, “…they are not indif-

ferent to the drama of their poor fellow citizens” (“Anexartitos”, 1st December). 

On 3rd December, the newspaper “Anexartitos” invited everyone with a “sense 

of honour and charity” in them to help the unemployed workers, and first set 

the example by announcing a monthly contribution of one pound while it daily 

published the contributions to the fundraiser that they themselves organised. 

On 6th December, the Trade Unions of Larnaca held a ball for the unemployed 

of their province “in the chambers of “SUN-HALL” ... for such a sacred cause” 

and on 22nd December the committee of the workers of the Varosian guilds 

organised a cinematic show and a theatrical Christmas show with the participa-

tion of amateur actors from the ranks of the members of the guild and demand-

ed the support of the Church.

By way of their appeal, which was published in the newspaper Anexartitos on 

8th December, the trade unions of Larnaca and its outskirts woefully lamented 

the situation, as they characterised it, which the workers had been brought upon 

as a result of the unemployment caused by the war, and called on the church, 

the privileged groups, the merchants, the bankers, the industrialists, as well 

as the “philanthropist ladies” to help. Various professional groups contributed 

daily to the fundraisers, such as the Dressmakers Guild, the Trade Unions of the 
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Engineers and Craftsmen, the Chair & Furniture Manufacturers in Nicosia, etc. 

Typical is the case of the Union of Builders that contributed to the fundraiser 

in favour of the trade unions proclaimed by the newspaper “Anexartitos” and 

in the paper were recorded by name. On a list of 17 people, the vast majority 

offered 1 grosz (penny) and a few 2 (“Anexartitos”, 6th December). On the same 

day, the Nicosia Trade Unions in a memorandum to the governor and the mayor 

of the city asked for folk rations, unemployment allowances, as well as the per-

mission to carry out fundraisers for the unemployed. The same was repeated, 

one day later by the unemployed of Ammohostos. “Anexartitos” supported the 

efforts of the Labor Unions and called for measures by the state (“Anexartitos”, 

7th December). It also suggested that during the holidays all destitute pupils be 

given the allowance, not just the excellent ones (“Anexartitos”, 20th December). 

On 22nd December, the same newspaper welcomed a meeting of all the bodies 

that would be held on that day at the Archbishopric on a private initiative to 

establish a joint body that would coordinate the various charitable activities of 

municipalities, unions, and the Church to make them more effective, and crit-

icised the state because “... there was nothing done in that direction ... during 

these days of misery ...” The newly established body was named the Nicosia 

Social Welfare Organisation. The plight of the poor people also worsened by 

the profiteering of some merchants whom, despite all efforts, the state seemed 

to have been unable to control to the degree the people wished. The matter 

concerned the authorities right from the very first days of the war, but also the 

Cypriot people who demanded measures to be taken. On 6th September, that 

is, immediately after the declaration of war, it was published in “Anexartitos” 

that “… as of yesterday a tariff price was set on petrol, oil, wheat, barley, coffee, 

vegetaline (frying fat) and sugar.”

The government, through its announcements, constantly informed the public 

about the pricing of more and more articles, such as matches, halloumi cheese, 

oil and its by-products (“Anexartitos”, 17th September) and many other items 

in order to protect the people. However, as early as the first days, profiteering 

and complaints about overpriced products began to appear, mainly by Trade 

Unions (“Anexartitos”, 20th  September). Tariff was later imposed on prices for 

grinding wheat and barley (“Anexartitos”, 18th September) as well as the pric-

es of rents (“Anexartitos”, 22nd September). The columnist of “Anexartitos” on 

12th December called for the government to intervene more vigorously to “Re-

lieve the people from the boulder of rents,” as he called it himself. Also, decrees 

determined the profit rates of importers and resellers of certain products, such 

as cement and yarns (“Anexartitos”, 18th November). The state sought to en-

force the law by condemning those who were arrested for profiteering, such as 

the case of a merchant who “refused to sell a bag of sugar” (“Anexartitos”, 23rd 
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September) or another one who was profiteering from the sale of iron (“Anex-

artitos”, 17th October). However, with an article in “Anexartitos ”on 26th Oc-

tober, columnist K.M. Raisis argued that what was actually happening was a 

“compromise under confidentiality”, which he suggested that both seller and 

customer should be punished selling and buying more expensive respectively. 

Limassol coffee-grinders complained that coffee dealers, after it had been tar-

iffed, started selling it at the retail price to them, because retail coffee prices 

were higher than the wholesale ones in order for them to earn more, resulting 

in the grinders themselves paying higher and their customers buying at even 

higher prices (“Anexartitos”, 25th November). On 7th December, and while the 

war continued, sugar, after its last tariff price had been set, and according to 

the “Anexartitos” report, was sold wholesale at 73 shillings the bag and retail at 

9 grosz (pennies) an “oka” (i.e. 1,282Kg). At the same time, there appeared an 

advertisement in the daily press that urged the public (“Anexartitos”, 14th De-

cember) to replace sugar with “KEO” stafilini. Sugar was one of the products for 

which constant pricing was required, yet the food item that was most important 

to the people was bread, as the most basic item in their diet and that was what 

really concerned them. By the end of October 1939, news or comments about 

bread had began to appear in the daily press. The baking of mixed bread, as it 

was called, out of wheat and barley, was a solution for the poor, because it was 

both cheaper and tasty, according to a commentary in “Anexartitos” on 10th 

November. On 24th November, after a further increase in the price of bread, the 

Governor of Nicosia suggested to the Mayor of the city to undertake the prepa-

ration of cheap bread, as it was already the case in Ammohostos (“Anexartitos”, 

24th November), stressing on the point that “for obvious reasons” the initiative 

should be implemented by the municipality and not by individuals, who ap-

peared to have been untrustworthy in the eyes of the people because of their 

tendency to profiteer, which initiative was endorsed by the same newspaper 

two days later, since the same was reported by the Union of Builders (“Anex-

artitos”, 26th November) and the Nicosia Footwear Workers Association a few 

days later (“Anexartitos”, 3rd December). At the same time, the government 

announced measures aiming at an increase in productivity by implementing 

intensive crop and potato cultivation with facilities for the farmers, such as the 

provision of seed payable in product plus free of interest (“Anexartitos”, 9th No-

vember). A few days later, the Governor in a speech at “ΕΒΚΑΦ” (a charitable re-

ligious institution) on the occasion of Ramadan, said that the conditions of the 

times required everyone to make efforts to increase the productivity of Cyprus 

(“Anexartitos”, 14th November), which the columnist of “Anexartitos” agreed 

with two days later; still, he pointed out to the government the problem of water 

shortage for the watering of crops. The residents of Agios Theodoros of Karpa-

sia, in a letter to the same newspaper on 18th November, asked for land to be 
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given to them for cultivation, as was given to the inhabitants of Xylotympos, to 

whom, it seemed, unused state-owned land had been granted for intensive cul-

tivation. The unemployed in Ammohostos asked for public works to be adopted 

as a measure to reduce unemployment and expressed their hopes of the com-

mencement of the construction of a new road (“Anexartitos”, 7th December), 

while teachers demanded an increase in their payroll plus a provision of a pen-

sion (“Anexartitos”, 27th December), which received a negative response from 

the Director of Education due to the difficult conditions that the country was ex-

periencing (“Anexartitos”, 31st December), while their scholarships had already 

been suspended as of September (“Anexartitos”, 9th September). It is clear that 

the consequences of the war did not leave Cyprus unaffected. They were mainly 

economic and hit the poorest strata of the people that required measures by the 

state; the state, which tried to respond, but not always adequately. The willing 

participation of the people in the army, which would become even more mas-

sive while the war continued, the massive participation in fundraisers in favour 

of the British Red Cross as well as of the unemployed Cypriots revealed their 

positive attitude towards British rule on the island, as well as the social solidar-

ity that prevailed in the first four months of the war. 

As time passed and with the generalisation of the war, conditions would change 

in Cyprus. The fact that Britain had recognised the contribution of the Cypriots 

to the fight (“Anexartitos”, 24th November) had created hopes for them that af-

ter the end of the war “we would be given the position that befitted us, as a civi-

lised nation, with a  history of millennia “(“Anexartitos”, 25th November). What 

exactly did Cypriots mean? The granting of their independence? Their unifica-

tion with Greece? Relations between the two parts would change dramatically 

in the coming decades. Research through the press of the era may continue, so 

that answers be given.
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Estonia After World War II

When World War II began in September 1939, no one could have imagined the 

horrific and dreadful consequences it would have for Estonia and its people. 

Throughout the war, Russia and Germany both took turns to invade Estonia. 

During this period, a lot of Estonians lost their homes and many of them were 

deported. At the end of the war, Russia occupied Estonia and Estonia became a 

part of Soviet Union almost for fifty years. 

At the start of the war, Estonia declared itself neutral and did not take any defen-

sive measures. At the end of September 1939, the Soviet Union forced the Baltic 

countries to sign pacts of mutual assistance. Soviet military bases were subse-

quently established in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, because of it twenty-five 

thousand Soviet soldiers were brought into Estonia. In mid-June 1940, when 

the Wehrmacht was about to march into Paris and the world’s attention was fo-

cused on this event, the Soviet Union threatened Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 

with military action and presented them with an ultimatum, demanding they 

allow additional troops into the country and that they install pro-Soviet govern-

ments. On 14 June, Tallinn and the northern coast of Estonia were blocked by 

the Soviet Baltic fleet. All three Baltic countries accepted the ultimatums and 

were soon occupied by the Red Army and the Sovietisation process began. 

In July 1940 there were parliamentarian elections, which were not free and did 

not correspond with the constitution of the Republic of Estonia. The convened 

puppet parliament declared Estonia a ‘Soviet socialist republic’ and indicated 

its aim was to join the Soviet Union. On 6 August Estonia was incorporated as a 

union republic into the Soviet Union. The Estonian social organisation, econ-

omy and cultural life were quickly altered to fit those in the Soviet Union. In 

autumn 1940, the Soviet rouble became the only currency. During Sovietisa-

tion, the principle of division of powers disappeared. The Estonian army was 

reorganised into Red Army territorial rifle brigade and cleansed of ‘anti-Soviet 

elements’. The same thing happened throughout society – the majority of the 

elite, about 9400 people, had been arrested and deported to Soviet prison camps 

and/or killed. In June 1941, another 10,000 people were deported. About 7000 

additional people were resettled in winter and spring 1941. By early 1940 the 

Estonian population had been reduced to 1.13 million.

On June 1941 Germany declared war against the Soviet Union and they occu-

pied Estonia to get to Leningrad. Battles in Estonia led to the loss of many lives. 
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The losses of the Red Army are not known, although about 50 000 of its soldiers 

were imprisoned in Estonia. After the Soviet troops were forced out of Estonia, 

the self-formed Estonian military units were disbanded by the German army 

command. As the situation on the front got worse, the Germans were again 

keen to form units of Estonian volunteers under the command of the German 

army. Later, men were forced to join the German army, both through their jobs 

(policemen were temporarily organised into police battalions), as well as dur-

ing mobilisations. 

Germany occupied Estonia for three years and then the Red Army invaded Es-

tonia again. Immediately after conquering Estonia, the Soviet security forces 

embarked on active suppression of the resistance movement and arrested the 

Estonians who had served in the German or Finnish armies. In less than a year, 

over 10,000 people were arrested. Some Estonian war prisoners placed in filter 

camps were sent to Red Army units, some to prison camps, and some were 

freed. At the same time, about 20,000 men were mobilised into the Red Army. 

The resistance movement managed to operate until the early 1950s. In World 

War II Estonia lost a total of 200,000 people: executed, killed in action, impris-

oned, deported, mobilised, forcefully evacuated and those who fled the coun-

try.

After the World War II, Soviet Union was part of the winner states. Moscow 

gradually extended its supremacy in Eastern Europe and subjugated the local 

ruling regimes almost completely to its control. The western states – at first, 

naively hoping to continue the cooperation of the war period – were not able 

to block the expansion of the Soviet Union. After huge human casualties, de-

struction and economic losses, the attempts of the Baltic countries in restoring 

independent statehood in 1944 failed and Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania were 

re-occupied by the Soviet Union. During this period, the wide-range Sovieti-

sation of social life, the suppression of resistance, the levelling of spiritual life 

and the application of the command economy were all started. The oppression 

of the Stalinist regime that peaked with deportations in March 1949 caused a 

general atmosphere of terror. The much awaited “white ship” did not come, and 

the realisation that the Soviet regime was there to stay for a long time gradually 

became prevalent. This realisation meant, in its turn, that the split among the 

Estonians remained. People who had escaped to the west towards the end of the 

War had no chance to return to their homeland. 

The holder of political power in the Soviet Estonia was the Communist Party of 

Estonia that was the only legal political party and received its guidelines from 

Moscow. It exercised the executive power through the government of Soviet 

Estonia – the Council of Ministers. If necessary, the decisions already taken in 
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Moscow were formalised by the laws of the puppet parliament or the Supreme 

Council. Any emergence of political forces that could have opposed the com-

munists was precluded and all kinds of self-organising social movements were 

suppressed already in their initial stage. Dissidence was suppressed by the bod-

ies of state security (KGB) and other military organisations. The huge system of 

prison camps (Gulag) had its branches in Soviet Estonia, too.

Even though there was fear of KGB, most Estonians opposed the re-establish-

ment of the Soviet power. Between 1944 and 1953, the resistance mainly con-

stituted direct armed combat by the Forest Brothers. To fight the Forest Broth-

ers, the Soviet power used regular army units, security forces, the militia and 

local Soviet activists. This ‘war after the war’ claimed numerous victims on 

both sides. The guerrilla resistance was considerably weakened by the mass 

deportations in 1949. Although the Forest Brothers were waiting for a new war 

to break out and real help from the Western countries, only a few Western in-

telligence agents arrived in Estonia during the post-war decade, and they were 

swiftly captured by the Soviet security forces. 

By the early 1950s, the occupying power was able to suppress the armed resist-

ance movement. Besides the armed resistance movement, the Soviet regime 

was also opposed by underground youth organisations. Their activity in the 

post-war years was rather extensive and it continued after the armed resistance 

was suppressed. The secret youth organisations of the 1950s mainly emerged to 

protest the increasing compromises and adaptations to the Soviet system. The 

secret organisations of the time were characterised by strict discipline, consti-

tutions, handwritten leaflets, oaths, and to some extent, the acquiring of weap-

ons. Beginning in the second half of the 1960s, the existing underground youth 

movement was replaced by rather different democratic movements, which had 

better defined ideas and political foundations (dissidence). The second half of 

the 1970s witnessed an intensification of Russification, propaganda of the ‘joint 

Soviet nation’ and bilingualism. The usage and users of Russian were afforded 

various privileges, and leadership positions in the Estonian Communist Party 

and Soviet Estonia were held by people even more obedient to the Kremlin. In 

the 1970s, opposition moved to the public sphere, where the main means were 

public letters and addresses to the power organs, international organisations 

and foreign governments. 

WWII and the re-establishment of the Soviet regime split the Estonian culture 

into two parts: cultural lives in exile and at home. In exile, the creative freedom 

was much more extensive, but the number of consumers of Estonian-language 

culture was smaller and the probability of cultural assimilation into the country 

of residence was large. Estonian culture in Soviet Estonia had to resist forced 
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Russification and restrictions to creative freedom; its ultimate success guaran-

teed the continuation of Estonian culture. At the same time, the Soviet regime 

allowed certain cultural contacts with exile Estonians and tried to use these 

contacts for its own ends. The aim of the official cultural policies of Soviet Esto-

nia was to introduce the kind of culture where the “socialist content” was fitted 

into a “national form”. Resulting from this, the new regime’s attitude towards 

Estonian cultural heritage proceeded from the class principle. The whole intel-

lectual sphere was, to a smaller or a larger extent, under ideological pressure, 

depending on the political conditions of the moment. But despite fluctuations 

between more liberal and more strict approach, censorship (Glavlit) did not 

ever disappear – its task was, together with constant checking on people’s men-

tality, to bar the spread of free thinking in society.

By the mid-1980s, the Soviet Union’s economy was in a critical situation, largely 

caused by a lack of technological development compared to the West, the ineffi-

cient socialist planned economy based on extensive production, and preferred 

development of military industries. In the arms race with the main enemy, the 

USA, the Soviet Union turned out to be the loser, having exhausted its potential. 

The increasing lack of food products and basic necessities (footwear, clothes 

etc.), plus escalating prices, caused bitter resentment among the population. 

Soviet foreign policy had reached a dead-end as well, as it had been expansion-

ist for decades, trying to extend Soviet power throughout the world. The Soviet 

leadership did not publicly acknowledge the crisis.

The first signs of radical changes in society emerged in Estonia in spring 1987, 

when the Soviet plans to establish phosphorite mines in northern Estonia were 

revealed. This unleashed an extensive protest campaign, the ‘phosphorite war’. 

This also marked the kick-off of the process of regaining Estonian independ-

ence, as the environmental issues were soon supplemented by political topics. 

In August 1987, the Estonian Group on Publication of the Molotov-Ribbentrop 

Pact was founded (Estonian abbreviation: MRP–AEG). The group organized a 

mass meeting in Hirvepark in Tallinn the same month, where people demand-

ed that the secret protocol of the 1939 pact be made public. The meeting was 

not forcefully disbanded, as would have happened before, which showed that 

civil rights had expanded, and the regime had softened – the authorities even 

granted permission to hold the demonstration. 

Simultaneously with the increasing political freedom in society, Estonians start-

ed demanding economic reforms and the right to make their own decisions. In 

autumn 1987, the idea of self-managing Estonia (Estonian acronym IME) was 

enthusiastically discussed in Estonian society. The plan was to make Estonia 

economically independent (adopt a market economy, and establish Estonia’s 

Rääma Noorte Ühing Noorus  Estonia After World War II



37

own currency, tax system etc.). Although formally it was no more than a sugges-

tion to grant the republic greater decision-making power to better manage the 

economy, many people nevertheless hoped that Estonia would gradually man-

age to separate itself from the Soviet Union. The proposal failed to get a positive 

reply from Moscow, although the Soviet Union now allowed private enterprise.

Estonian society became politically active in 1988. A joint plenum of the crea-

tive unions (writers, artists, architects, and theatre and film people), which fo-

cused on Estonian national culture and the threat of intensifying Russification, 

expressed dissatisfaction with the activity of the Soviet Estonian leadership. In 

mid-April, the Estonian Popular Front in Support of Perestroika was founded. 

This moderate, but clearly innovative movement wanted to make the Soviet 

Union more democratic and demanded political and economic autonomy for 

Estonia within the Soviet Union. The early summer of the same year witnessed 

a series of concerts and joint singing, soon to turn into a large-scale popular 

movement, and later called the Singing Revolution. In August 1988, the first Es-

tonian political party was founded: the Estonian National Independence Party 

(Estonian abbreviation ERSP). Its core was made up of the MRP–AEG members.

A special mass undertaking by independence-seeking forces in the Baltic coun-

tries was the Baltic Chain, which attracted keen interest in the foreign press. On 

23 August 1989, the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Molotov-Ribbentrop 

Pact, about two million people formed a living chain from Tallinn via Riga to 

Vilnius, thus eloquently demonstrating their wish for independence. In Febru-

ary 1989, people united around the Estonian National Independence Party and 

the Heritage Society started the movement of Estonian citizens’ committees. 

The main aim was to restore the Republic of Estonia based on legal continuity. 

In 1990, the Estonian citizens who were registered by the committees elected 

the Estonian Congress. On 11 March 1990, the Congress approved a manifesto 

that announced the wish of the Estonian people to restore the Republic of Esto-

nia on the basis of legal continuity and the Tartu Peace Treaty (1920).The other 

trend was represented by the Popular Front, which became the strongest politi-

cal power in Estonia at a time when the Communist Party was falling apart and 

losing its monopoly on power. 

The Soviet Union still considered Estonia and the other Baltic republics to be 

Union republics subordinated to Moscow and was prepared to use extreme 

force to maintain its power, as seen in the violent events in January 1991 in Vil-

nius and Riga. Estonia was spared violence. An important role in the January 

events was the support of the central Soviet Union republic, the Russian Soviet 

Federal Socialist Republic, for the Baltic states. On 13 January, the chairman 

of the Russian SFSR Supreme Soviet, Boris Yeltsin, arrived in Tallinn, and with 

Rääma Noorte Ühing Noorus  Estonia After World War II 



38 Essays

the leaders of the Baltic countries he signed a joint declaration, recognizing 

one another’s sovereignty. After the January crisis, Mikhail Gorbachev tried to 

keep the Baltic countries in the Soviet Union. Moscow planned a referendum 

to preserve the Soviet Union. Estonia refused to take part. In an independence 

referendum in Estonia, 77.8% voted in favor of Estonian independence.

The restoration of Estonian independence was de facto boosted by the attempt-

ed coup d’état (the ‘August putsch’) in Moscow in August 1991. On 20 August 1991 

the Estonian Supreme Soviet, in agreement with the Estonian Committee pro-

claimed Estonian independence, thus restoring the Republic of Estonia, which 

had been legally established in 1918 and illegally occupied in 1940 by the Soviet 

Union. This decision was quickly followed by the restoration of diplomatic rela-

tions and recognition of the Republic of Estonia by many countries. Responding 

to the failure of the August putsch, all Union republics achieved independence.

After 50 years of occupation, deportation, bloody battles, poor economic situa-

tion, repression, censorship and Iron wall – Estonia was again free. During the 

WW II Estonia suffered and was a playing ground for two totalitarian powers 

(Germany and Russia), which led to bloody battles and collateral damage.The 

consequences of World War II were the worst-case scenario for Estonia and it 

constrained our development and freedom. Estonian people fought back with 

underground organisations, which led to Independent Estonia that we are now. 
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The Path to Fascism 
The post-war condition in Italy

At the end of the First World War, Italy was troubled by strong social tensions, 

especially involving the masses of workers and peasants, who claimed greater 

parliamentary representation, a redistribution of lands, and an improvement 

in working conditions and wages. The high unemployment rate, mainly among 

war veterans, and the general impoverishment of workers, peasants and lower 

bourgeoisie caused a mass political mobilization through trade unions and par-

ties of the left, that involved both the middle class and the labourers. This led to 

the so-called “Red Biennium” - red two-year period - (1919-1920), characterised 

by strikes and violent clashes: workers of Northern and Central Italy organized 

several uprising, mainly in Milan, Turin and Genoa; in the Southern regions 

the peasants, most of them war veterans, who had been promised the redistri-

bution of lands, occupied uncultivated areas that constituted large land-owning 

properties. The “Red Biennium” caused more than 300 deaths and put the up-

per classes in alarm because of the Bolshevik danger.

Against the impoverishment of the middle class, the great industrial bourgeoi-

sie was pushing therefore for authoritarian policy. Italy, unable to govern in 

that heavy situation, dominated by economic crisis, difficult industrial restruc-

turing, increasing inflation, and weakness of international market and public 

debt, clearly needed an evolution of the liberal political system.

The Paris Peace Conference (1919-20) caused a deterioration of Italy’s relations 

with the winning countries. Despite having won the war, Italy wasn’t fully satis-

fied with the outcomes of the treaties. 

Italy got Trent, South Tyrol and Trieste, but Dalmatia and Fiume (Rijeka) were 

assigned to Yugoslavia.

The myth of the “mutiladed victory”, supported by nationalists, was born from 

this situation. Fiume was occupied (1919) by the poet Gabriele D’Annunzio with 

his volunteer ‘legionnaires’; he proclaimed its annexation to the Kingdom of 

Italy, but the Italian government did not recognize his act. Many of these volun-

teers joined later the ranks of fascism.

THE COLLAPSE OF THE LIBER AL STATE

Mussolini, taking advantage of Italy’s post-war social unrest and political in-
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stability, changed radically the course of Italian history for more than twenty 

years.

In 1919 he founded in Milan the movement of the “Fasci di Combattimento” 

(Fasci of Combat, fighting groups), later converted into the Fascist Party (1921). 

Its members belonged to different social classes – mostly to the middle class 

- and its strategy was to exploit the bourgeois fear of a communist revolution 

promising to bring stability and order. The fascist squads, known as “camicie 

nere” (Blackshirts), became protagonists more and more frequently of violent 

acts against members of trade unions and parties of the left and against their 

headquarters too. 

This was the so-called phenomenon of “squadrismo”, that showed the violent 

nature of Fascism from the beginning.

In 1919 too, with the Vatican approval, Don Luigi Sturzo, a catholic priest, 

founded the People’s Party, whose program was inspired by solidarity with the 

lower classes through distribution of lands to peasants, a reform of taxes and a 

social legislation.

The deep divisions within the Socialist Party favoured the birth of the Italian 

Communist Party, founded in 1921, that supported the Bolshevik line and aimed 

at a revolution on the Russian model. The Communist Party thus refused to ally 

with the Socialists, weakening the Italian left.

Because of the uncertain political situation, in May 1921 the Prime Minister, 

Giovanni Giolitti, dissolved Parliament and called for new elections, promoting 

an electoral alliance between Liberals, Nationalists and the Fascist Party (the 

“National Bloc”), although the squads of “Blackshirts” were still committing vi-

olent and intimidating acts. The Fascist Party entered Parliament with 35 seats, 

giving life to a “double track” policy combining the squad violence with legal 

parliamentary action.

THE RISE OF FASCISM

On 28 October 1922 the Fascist squads of “Blackshirts” went towards Rome to 

come to power with an action of force (“March on Rome”). The Italian king 

Victor Emmanuel III refused both to proclaim a state of siege and to scatter the 

fascists with the army but, on the contrary, he offered Mussolini the office of 

Prime Minister and asked him to form a new government.

The “Duce”, as the Fascist leader was called, initially supported also by the mod-

erates, in the following months started to turn the liberal institutions into an 

authoritarian regime.
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The Fascist squads were legalized through the creation of the Voluntary Militia 

for National Security; the “Great Council” of Fascism increased in importance, 

obtaining privileges reserved to the Parliament and Government.

From 1923 there was the transition towards totalitarian regime and the creation 

of a dictatorship, above all through the so-called “Leggi fascistissime” (1925-

26), whose aim was to ensure stability to the system. These laws deprived state 

institutions of their role, by delegating all powers to Mussolini and the Great 

Council.

Moreover, Mussolini launched the “corporatism”, as an instrument of social 

cohesion, and the nationalisation of the economy (1934) in order to seek an 

economic policy alternative both to capitalism and socialism. The crisis of 1929 

was dealt with state interventions and large public works.

In 1923, Mussolini entrusted the school reform to the philosopher Giovanni 

Gentile. In this way the regime started a very pressing activity of cultural con-

ditioning through a massive propaganda. The “National Opera Balilla”, lately 

known as Italian Fascist Youth, gave children a paramilitary education, initiat-

ing them to the cult of the leader and the cult of obedience. Adult education was 

delegated to the media, that were subjected to the Fascist regime through the 

Ministry of Popular Culture (1937). The propaganda as political weapon spread 

thanks to special institutes: Eiar (radio), Istituto Luce and Cinecittà (cinema), 

and the whole press, to hold a monopoly on the public opinion.

In foreign policy, as the relations with Western democracies were compro-

mised, Mussolini turned to Hitler. On 25 October 1936 they signed an ideolog-

ical and political agreement, the “Rome-Berlin Axis”. Both powers proclaimed 

their political alliance based on a common policy vision.

The direct consequences of the approach to Hitler’s Germany were a racist ide-

ology and an anti-Semitic policy, which culminated in July 1938 in the “Mani-

festo della razza” (Manifesto of race), that affirmed the existence of biologically 

distinct races and claimed the Italians to belong to the Aryan race. 

In September racial laws against the Jews were enacted.

At the outbreak of WW II, Italy at first was neutral, but in 1940 entered the war 

on the side of Germany. The participation in the war ended in a total disaster, 

despite the armistice between Italy and the Allied (on September 8, 1943) and 

the Resistance movement, coordinated by the CLN (National Liberation Com-

mittee), that organised the partisan struggle in Northern and Central Italy.

In conclusion, the effects of the WWI in Italy led directly to the rise of Fascism 

and to the alliance with Nazi Germany in the World War II.
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Mehedinti at the Crossroads of the Great Powers 
Between US Bombs & Soviet Deportations

INTER NATIONAL AND LO CAL CONTEXT 

The nowadays world, as we see it, is ultimately a consequence of the Second 

World War. The global conflict that blooded the twentieth century outlined a 

new face for the entire planet and what followed, geopolitically, economically, 

culturally, etc. was structured, thought and led from the same historical event. 

The major alliances of the world, whether political, economic, military, or oth-

er, were designed precisely to prevent the emergence of similar situations in 

the post-war world. 

For Europe, the era that followed faced two major challenges: to remove the 

social and economic effects of the conflict and, in particular, to divide the con-

tinent into the two major spheres of influence: the West and the East, which led 

to the inevitable emergence of a more subtle, more discreet but equally bold 

conflict. The Cold War. 

Obviously, our local community, whether we are talking about the city of Drobe-

ta Turnu Severin, Mehedinti County or the whole of Romania, was not bypassed 

by the effects of these post-war actions. 

Unfortunately, in Romania the period that followed the war was less of a re-

construction and development than of a subordination to the USSR, of social 

division, of intimidation and of destruction of human values, as a result of the 

Communists’ coming to power, obviously determined by the decisions of the 

Yalta Conference.

TUR NU SEVERIN–THE BOMBINGS IN THE SPRING OF 1944 

It is interesting, however, to review how seriously Severin was affected by the 

bombings of 1944. But before that, we have to clarify the historical moment to 

which we refer. Romania was an ally of Germany in 1944 and the allied coun-

ter-offensive was natural to get to it, due to the extent that Romania was a source 

of raw materials and especially oil for the German war machine, already scat-

tered in the eastern area of the continent. 

On April 15, 1944, on Easter evening, starting at 23:20, a formation of about 30-

40 aircrafts bombed Severin, launching explosive and firing bombs. It was the 

first bombing of English aviation on Romania (left - bombs falling over Turnu 
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Severin) “The bombings in Severin began on Easter night on April 16, 1944. When we 

were going out from the Resurrection service with candles from the church, we found 

an aviation squadron. They started throwing bombs that lighted the night sky. Sever-

in was then bombed in particular with firing bombs. It was a terrible fire, the fire from 

that night was visible from all the distant districts of our county. The bad part was 

that there was a freight train in the railway station, a cargo that had ammunition 

and exploded and you realize, the train station, the railroad were destroyed, because 

in fact it was meant to stop the traffic on the Danube and on the railroad so the front 

could no longer be supplied or make it difficult for the Germans to withdraw because 

they had to withdraw now. After that, they repeated the bombing at least 10-12 times, 

this time with bombs of destruction” recalls the former child-soldier, lt. col. (r) 

Dumitru Petcu, who at the time was 16 years old.

More than 250 people were killed. Statistical data indicates that in Severin more 

than 100 buildings were destroyed, including the railway station, warehouses, 

the railway garages and workshops, the power and water supply plants, the 

37th Artillery Regiment buildings, the Grecescu Hospital, the Prefecture of the 

County, the City Police, the Military Hospital, the Agricultural Chamber, the 

Financial Administration, the Firefighters station, the Gendarmerie Legion. 

Most of the buildings on the Carol Boulevard were destroyed (as was the Burile-

anu House, from the picture above), and many buildings on the outskirts were 

burned. The mayor of the town, Emil Forter, lost his life then, former reserve 

colonel, who during the First World War had been the commander of a squad-

ron of rosters. The mayor died in the center of Severin and at the same time, his 

home was completely destroyed by bombings.

The next day, on April 16, another 100 American planes threw bombs over the 

city. The attacks hit the harbor, the train station, the airport and partly the city. 

Altogether, 11 military raids were carried out on the Danube city. 

Testimonies of Serbian local people show that there was so much light during 

the night bombings by the English aviation that you could saw the needle stick-
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ing in. Before the bombing, lighting parachutes were thrown to see the targeted 

area better. 

For the Anglo-Saxon aviation, Severin was seen as a strategic point, given his 

position at the border. The city was seen as an important strategic and mili-

tary point, here on the Danube it was a port, a railway station, and Romania 

obviously a country allied to Germany was concerned to the same extent as 

Germany itself. The purpose of the attack on Severin was also to destroy the 

concentration of civilian, university and industrial refugees arriving from Bu-

covina and Moldova.

ROMANIA – ALLY AND DEFEATED. 
TERRITORIAL LOSSES AF TER THE WAR 

The general context of the war in 1944 affected the entire Romanian society and 

the end of the conflict had dramatic consequences for Romania, mainly due to 

the oscillating position it was forced to hold: a neutral state, a state on the side 

of Germany and then switching the weapons against Germany, together with 

the Soviet Union (against which he had fought until then). 

In spite of the act of August 23, 1944, when the attack turned to the West, Ro-

mania represented in the eyes of the USSR a prey of war, and in the eyes of the 

Western allies, an enemy defeated state. The Romanian delegation to the peace 

talks in Paris argued that even the Pétain government (the only legal in France 

between June 1940 and August 1944) had been a German ally without this mark-

ing France the right to be counted among the co-belligerents, but the USSR im-

posed its point of view. So, under the terms of the 1947 Treaty of Paris, the Allies 

refused Romania the status of a co-belligerent state. On the principle that “the 

one who occupies a territory imposes his own social system”, the Soviet army 
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imposed the coming to power of the Comminternists and Communists. At the 

Soviet pressure, the Sanatescu government was dissolved and replaced with the 

Radescu government (December 1944 - March 1945), including representatives 

of the National Democratic Front (constituted in October 1944), key posts such 

as justice (Lucretiu Patrascanu) and transportation (Gheorghe Gheorghiu Dej). 

From a territorial point of view, the boundaries that were designed then have 

remained unchanged until today, a political movement by which Romania lost 

a significant part of its territory compared to the pre-war situation (in addition 

to the map of The Great Romania in 1926).

Although to the USSR it was definitively recognized the annexation of Bassara-

bia and Northern Bukovina to Bulgaria’s the Cadrilater Recovery, Romania’s 

contribution to the Allies is not totally unrealistic. Despite Hungary’s attempts 

to preserve Oradea and Satu-Mare, northern Transylvania was once again rec-

ognized as an integral part of Romania, to the border traced in 1919/1920 by the 

international commission led by the French geographer Emmanuel de Mar-

tonne, which is still today the current border (left). The north of Bucovina and 

the southern part of Bassarabia became part of the SSR of Ukraine and the rest 

of Bassarabia, together with a part of the former Autonomous Socialist Sovi-

et Republic of Moldova, constituted a new republic of the USSR called SSR of 

Moldova. It became independent in 1991 under the name of the Republic of 

Moldova.

THE RISE OF THE COMMUNISTS TO THE P OWER

On March 6, 1945, Stalin called for the appointment of the government Petru 

Groza, controlled by the Communists, a government that had 14 ministries. 

In order to attract the population’s sympathy, it promotes the agrarian reform, 

which expropriated over 1,400,000 hectares of land, which were given to 900,000 

peasant families. On August 21, 1945, King Michael I began the “royal strike,” re-

fusing to promulgate government decrees. Illegally, however, the government 
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applies them. Between the 7th and 18th of May, the process of Marshal Ion An-

tonescu and his main collaborators takes place; sentenced to death, the Marshal 

will be executed on June the 1st, 1946. The communists associate the Marshal 

to the historical parties to discredit them. On November 19, 1946, the first post-

war parliamentary elections took place. Although the real results indicate the 

decisive victory of the National Peasant Party, the officials falsified the results 

showed the 70% victory of the Democratic Party Block (PCR, PSD, PNL-Gheo-

rghe Tatarescu, PNT - Anton Alexandrescu, Plowmen’s Front, People’s National 

Party). On July 30, 1947, following the Tamadau frame-up, the leaders of the 

National Peasant Party are arrested and sent to trial (they will be sentenced 

to prison on November 12, 1947), and the party is dissolved. On November 6, 

1947, the PNL group - Gheorghe Tatarescu (“the temporary comrade”- how the 

Communists charged it cynically) is eliminated from the Parliament and the 

Government. 

Being the last obstacle to full communism, the monarchy is abolished by the 

forced abdication of King Michael I on December 30, 1947, and his forced exile. 

King Michael I survived communism in exile and after 1989 he returned to the 

country (although he encountered various political obstacles) being involved 

through the Royal House in actions to promote and support Romania abroad 

but also in charitable and supportive actions to national values and education. 

The King was one of the few former World War II heads of state who lived in the 

21st century and he died in 2017 at the age of 96.

THE NATIONALIZATION.  
DEP ORTATIONS IN THE MEHEDINTI AREA 

At the level of the communities in Mehedinti (south-west of the country), the 

impact of post-war political changes was felt the same as in the rest of the coun-

try. The coming to power of the Communists led to the establishment of a Sovi-

et-style regime that focused on the complete centralization of decisions and re-

sources and a fierce class struggle against any elements that could be associated 

with the former regimes, especially traditional parties (liberal and peasant) as 

well as the monarchy. 

The predominant target of the communist regime was the so-called land own-

ers, bourgeois, well-off people or industrialists who immediately faced the 

forced nationalization. 

So, 11th of June 1948 was therefore regarded as the deadly blow to the private 

property in Romania through the expropriation of the majority of the enter-

prises by adopting the law regarding nationalization of the main individual en-

terprises, mining, banking, shipping, and insurance. Since the National Con-
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ference of the Communist Party in October 1945, the Communists opened the 

fight against the private property of any kind in the economy. After the nation-

alization of the National Bank of Romania in December 1946, the state took 

control over all credit institutions. 

In July 1947 it was designed a Ministerial Commission, which had as its main 

objective the control all raw materials, production and sales of products. The 

nationalization of the enterprises was the end of the entire process. From Octo-

ber 1947 the process passed to the inventory of private, commercial, industrial 

and transport enterprises. 

The Central Committee of the Party meeting on 9-11th of June passed the Re-

port submitted by Gheorghe Gheorghiu Dej regarding the nationalization of 

“industrial, banking, insurances, mining and transport enterprises”. 

On the same Friday, at 6 in the morning, the infiltrated communists sealed the 

money safes, occupied the offices and have forbidden the lifting of any docu-

ments or acts. Then, at 13 o’clock, prepared activists took the lead of the compa-

nies. An hour later, at 14, spontaneous meetings of the working people sprang 

across the country to sustain nationalization. 

While Communist activist groups were taking control of factories and business-

es, the law of nationalization was not even adopted. Practically, everything was 

done on the same day: the bill was presented in the morning to the govern-

ment, and then urgently transmitted to the Grand National Assembly, which 

unanimously voted it a few hours later.

In the press of that time (like the one to the left), this event was presented as a 

great victory of the working class over the exploiters. The situation initiated at 

the same time with nationalization remained unchanged until the collapse of 

communism in 1989 and throughout this period, the concept of private proper-

ty in the economy was prohibited. 

Another national consequence but also with a stronger local impact was the 

deportation of those who were considered enemies of the regime. It was – like 

the nationalization – another act of power of the the communist state, clearly 

ruled by Moscow, aimed to neutralize any form of opposition or resistance by 

physical removal, often through violence, of all those who represented a threat: 

intelectuals (physicians, engineers, lawyers, etc.), sympathizers of the former 

regime and peasants who possessed some fortune or means of production, art-

ists, etc. 

It is interesting to mention that in direct connection to the area we are reffering 

to (the southwest of the country), the deportations in Baragan (the plains of the 

E.T.A. Camena  Mehedinti at the Crossroads of the Great Powers 



48 Essays

southeastern part of the country) of the 1950s began with the forced reloca-

tion of people near Yugoslav border, from Timis, Caras-Severin and Mehedinti 

county, as a result of the conflict between Stalin and the Communist leader of 

Belgrade, Iosip Broz Tito, and once carried out this “large-scale deployment”, 

it continued by condemning to hard labour of the citizens considered by the 

regime as being “unreliable” or “enemies”. 

The first wave of deportees came from the 25-kilometer stretch along the Yugo-

slav border, which stretched between the villages of Beba Veche (Timis County) 

and Gruia (Mehedinti County), covering 203 settlements. People from the Ada-

Kaleh island on Danube were also deported. 

A total of 12791 families and respectively 40320 people of 258 settlements were 

removed from their homes and taken with freight trains in Bărăgan. There 

were brought Romanians, refugees from Bassarabia and Northern Bucovina, 

Germans, Serbs, Bulgarians and Macedo- Romanians. 

The people, including pregnant women, elderly, sick, toddlers were picked up 

in wagons and after a journey by train that lasted 2 weeks were dispatched on an 

open field, far away from any other human settlement and have been ordered 

to erect houses. The land has been divided in in smaller fields marked with 

numbered wooden stakes. Therefore, in the summer and fall of 1951, in Ialom-

ita and Galati 18 new settlements appeared out of nowhere.

 

The testimonies of those who have gone through this Romanian “Gulag” are 

among the most impressive. Ileana Mateescu from Floresti, Mehedinti (aged 

5 at the moment of the deportation) recalls: “the Baragan was our Siberia. The 

misfortune was that some, such as the Bassarabians or the Bucovinians, had 

to endure two Siberias - both the Russian and the Romanian one. We, the chil-

dren, were deprived of the childhood. Our joy was playing in the endless field, 

under the sunshine, as we poured cattle. I never had a Christmas tree in my 
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childhood, I only saw it in pictures. Not to mention about toys! At home, in the 

hut, I slept dressed and lined up, because the place was very tight. Instead of 

a door, we had a blanket. The sun was ruthlessly burning, and around the hut 

it was often a thick layer of dust in which your foot was sinking, and the wind, 

which blew all the time, carried it from one side to the other, dirtying clothes 

and things. The worst part, the hardest, was the drinking water. There was not 

enough water for humans or animals; it was not good for drinking, neither for 

washing nor for food. It was brought in tanks, it was hot, it had a bad taste, but 

I was still standing in the queue for a few liters, as bad as it was. “ 

The deportation lasted until 1955-1956, when - in the context of the relaxation 

imposed on Moscow by Westerners under the Geneva Convention - a large pro-

portion of the deportees had their travel restrictions lifted. The inhabitants of 

Mehedinti county returned to their villages, but they found their homes occu-

pied and their properties confiscated, so they had to start their lives over again. 

THE SITUATION OF THE PEASANTS 

The post-war rural situation was one of the hardest. On one hand, peasantry 

suffered as a result of the loss of human lives in the war. Peasantry still rep-

resented the majority of the population (80% in Mehedinti at the end of the 

war) and their lives were ones of the hardest. The 1945 Agrarian Reform (in 

the picture, a property title from that period) that gave some land to 2,000,000 

peasants that had less than 5 hectares had mainly a propagandistic purpose to 
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attract large masses, mainly illiterate, but they represented about 80-85% of the 

total population. The most vivid proof that the alleged reform had only a propa-

gandistic purpose and aimed the destruction of the great properties is found in 

the forced collectivization policy subsequently applied when the idea of private 

property was regarded with suspicion. 

Between 1949-1962 the process of collectivization was carried out, by the con-

fiscation of almost all private agricultural properties in the country and their 

merging into state-run agricultural farms. In Romania, collectivization was 

similar to that made in the USSR, by including the agricultural land that could 

be gathered in a collective farm. Chaotically and heavily started, the process 

of collectivization stagnated between 1953 and 1956, then resumed aggressive-

ly and ended in 1962. Numerous peasants, both poor and wealthier, opposed 

this action and the Communist government resorted sometimes to violent re-

pression, killings, deportations, incarceration, and confiscation of the wealth 

of those involved. In mountain areas, there remained many non-cooperative 

areas, both due to hardened access and dispersed areas but also due to local 

resistance. 

In Mehedinti the collective farms were set up in most communes. It is worth 

mentioning that this stage also led to social consequences, the wealthy peas-

ants (who had more land and means of production or animals) were considered 

well-off (“chiabur”) and therefore subjected to pressure and humiliation of all 

kinds by the authorities.
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A particularly serious consequence that has effects to this day is that through 

the collectivization process, the traditional structure of the Romanian village 

and its system of values has completely diminished. The traditional Romanian 

village was based on moral and Christian principles and those related to the 

work of the land, respect for people and animals. They have been replaced by 

arbitrary, unjust and unworthy measures. The Romanian peasant was humiliat-

ed, injured, rubbed and this led to a separation of classes. 

The church was also affected, many priests were arrested, many monaster-

ies were closed (especially belonging to the Greek-Catholic cult). In 1948 the 

Government denounced the Concordate with the Vatican and outlawed the 

Greek-Catholic cult. 

An equally brutal intervention of the Communists was in the field of national 

culture. An attempt was made to imitate the Soviet model, and the authors serv-

ing the regime triggered a process of rewriting the traditional Romanian values 

starting from Marxist-Leninist doctrines. In fact, it has been changed to the 

falsification of national history. A very strict censorship (maintained until 1989) 

that led to the marginalization or exclusion of some authors was introduced. An 

example is the reputed comedian artist Constantin Tanase who, after a joke that 

disturbed the Red Army in 1945, was excluded from public life. 

The intervention also affected the education system. In the higher institutions, 

true purges have been made on the basis of imaginary accusations. Disciplines 

considered bourgeois - philosophy, sociology, statistics - have been abolished.

CONCLUSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS

Though our essay seems to undeline more the aspects of the early years of the 

communist regime, we firmly believe that for Romania, it is the most signifi-

cant and at the same time the most severe consequence of the Second World 

War. The establishment of communism by the Soviet model was done following 

the Yalta conference, which divided the spheres of influence in Europe and the 

world after the war. 

Moreover, we argue that the communist regime that has ruled the country for 

50 years left profound traces, traumas and consequences that still dominate the 

Romanian society to this day.

Romania, located east to the Iron Curtain, did not benefit from any Marshall 

Plan rebuilding program after the war and was considered in the defeated side 

by the great powers, so the USSR was entitled to receive material compensation 

for war losses. So the country and the nation faced both the post-war hard times 

and the opressive heel of the Big Brother. 
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The saddest thing for Romania is that in most cases, not foreigners have done 

the greatest evil to the country but to the Romanians in power who have pro-

moted the most repressive and anti-democratic measures against their own 

people and their own values. 

During the communist period, the Romanian border guards had weapons 

pointed to the interior of the country and not to the outside. 

The borders were in fact, a wired fence.

This says a lot about Romania and, unfortunately, today things are not very dif-

ferent.
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Fascism – Nazism: Myths, Facts and Illusions

Despite the fact that the rise of fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany were 

backed up by the political and social conditions of the time, fascism and Na-

zism were not born in these countries. In order to have a better understanding 

of this phenomenon, it is worth having a look in the past and focusing not only 

in the Interwar period (the period where totalitarian regimes rose in Italy and 

in Germany, but also in Hungary, Spain and Greece), but further back in time. 

In other words, we must shed light to the ideological and political circumstanc-

es that contributed in letting in this Trojan horse. 

Before focusing on situations and facts it is worth mentioning the utterance of 

the German theorist Franz Neumann (1900-1954): “In reality Nazism, and fas-

cism respectively, did not bring anything ideologically new, not even reaction-

ary innovative; instead, they presented a rehash of reactionary theories from 

the times of monarchy and absolutism”.

Taking the French Revolution (1789) as the starting point of modernity, it is 

worth considering the stand of its opponent Count Joseph de Maistre (1753-

1821) who castigated the 18th century doctrines as atheistic and considered 

one’s – divine – will inevitable for a society since the latter could not function 

otherwise. The next landmark is 1881, when the head of the Roman Catholic 

Church, Pope Leo XIII, accepted the theory of corporatism (corpus=body), 

which came from Plato, was incorporated in Hegel’s philosophy of idealism and 

was a way of defining the nation. The main points of this doctrine are: the na-

tion is a body (corpus), some are the hands and others are the heart, some the 

circulatory system and someone is the head, while the subordinates, the peo-

ple, are the feet. Everyone has a specific and steady role. There is no provision 

for social mobility, however. Therefore, those intended to be the feet could not 

claim the head, a symbol of the nation’s authority.

In 1931, the first theorist of the Italian fascism (1875-1944) is based on corpo-

ratism and Hegel for proposing the theory of the “totalitarian state” which con-

stituted the main ideology of the Italian fascists. Respectively, the Nazis take in 

their ideological arsenal the up until then ideological projets of imperialism. 

Hence, fascism and Nazism are not a product of nationalistic origin, but the 

attempt to assert vital spaces in a time where people asserted rights and this 

made them a threat to the capital of each respective country, while the October 

Revolution of 1917 and the formation of the Soviet Union were becoming a wor-
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thy opponent of imperialism.  

In fact, we must not omit that European imperialists did not hesitate to use 

fascist regimes as a barrier against the danger approaching from East. Let us 

mention some facts in proof of the above:

1927: The rising British politician and later “father of victory” Winston Church-

ill visits Italy. In the speech he gave in Rome, addressing Mussolini, Churchill, 

who was amazed by the achievements of the regime, said: 

“If I had been an Italian I am sure that I should have been wholeheartedly with 

you from the start to finish in your triumphant struggle against the bestial ap-

petites and passions of Leninism. […] your movement has rendered a service to 

the whole world”.

1938: The man of the year, according to the American news magazine Time, was 

Adolph Hitler. The Munich Agreement, a settlement permitting Nazi Germany’s 

annexation of portions of Czechoslovakia, with a new territorial designation, 

the “Sudetenland”, was signed in September of the same year. Furthermore, 

England’s and France’s delayed reaction to Germany’s invasion in west Poland 

(September 1939) shows that western states counted on Hitler’s attack against 

communism. And let’s not forget the invasion of the Soviet Union in east Poland 

16 days after the Nazi invasion.

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

After the end of World War I (then known as the Great War) and the Paris Peace 

Conference (1919), 5 treaties were signed between the winners and the de-

feated (Treaty of Versailles, Treaty of Saint-Germain-en-Laye, Treaty of Neuil-

ly-sur-Seine, Treaty of Trianon and Treaty of Sèvres) which caused great rea-

lignments in the entire European area with modification of borders and the 

creation of new states. Furthermore, the violation of political and social rights 

of the people by the bourgeois governments under the threat of communism, 

the global economic recession (1929 – 1933) as a result of the Stock Market Crash 

in October 1929 and the economic interventionism were a breeding ground for 

fascism and Nazism. Hence, fascism came to restore the unity of the Italian 

nation which was ruptured in a reactionary manner in the disintegrated part 

of the society; this explains why Mussolini was so overwhelmingly supported 

by the socially impoverished people during his March on Rome (1922). His an-

ti-capitalist speech, which also touched many leftists, unionists and members 

of the newly-established Italian Communist Party, played a key role in this, 

since Mussolini came from the left wing of the Socialist Party.

At this point, it is worth mentioning a difference between nationalism and Na-
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zism; while the former starts from a different basis and aspires to the autonomy 

and at the absolute sovereignty of the nation upon the people, fascism-Nazism 

is based on the nation’s ability to make conquests and to dominate. In other 

words, fascism-Nazism aspires to starting war. 

Moreover, it is worth adding here that Nazism uses the British word race, hence, 

the assertion of racial rights. This is where the idea of the Aryan (namely no-

ble) Indo-European race, who has its roots in France (Count Joseph Arthur de 

Gobineau) and Great Britain (Houston Stewart Chamberlain) is also based, and 

although contested by Linguists, it has a prominent place in Hitler’s ideological 

arsenal.

Therefore, fascism and Nazism were being fed by the crisis of their time which 

was also reflected on the crisis in the political bourgeois parties which were not 

mass-based parties but were controlled by powerful leaders. It was therefore 

impossible for traditional leaderships to control the masses who were return-

ing physically and mentally wounded from the trench warfare and who were 

urgently requesting political and social rights.

Fascism and Nazism provided a solution to the apparent inability of the decay-

ing parties by creating caricatures of class parties to steer the masses (mainly 

the unemployed and lumpen). Hence, the Nazis are the ringleaders of the ma-

jor strikes of 1919-22 in Bavaria in support of the workers. 

The ambivalent identity of fascism-Nazism also caused confusion to the com-

munist parties of that time. In fact, in an extraordinary congress of the Commu-

nist International in Moscow in 1922 for the adjudication of the Nazi phenom-

enon, German Clara Zetkin pointed out that “From now on the revolutionary 

movement’s main enemy is Nazism”; responding to this, Russian journalist 

Karl Radek said: “You have no idea what you are talking about. The Nazis are 

a petit-bourgeois movement which could become an ally if we make good use 

of it”.  In order to understand this stance it is also worth mentioning that in 

the strikes in Bavaria the Nazis acted along communists, while in Mussolini’s 

programme the following seem somewhat peculiar: vote to women, vote at 18, 

drafting committee for new constitution, abolition of the Senate (upper parlia-

ment), establishment of the 8-hour day, participation of workers in the techni-

cal administration of industry, confiscation of wealth through imposing taxes 

to the big capital etc. 

Another detail that shows from one part the confusion and from another part 

the fact that behind these lines lay something bigger. The countries that took 

part in World War II were all in debt except for the USA. Greece was not the only 

country which bankrupted (1932) during the Interwar period; other countries 
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did too. They were all in debt to the USA. The issue of cancellation of the debt 

was raised repeatedly by many nations. The only ones who cancelled the debt 

while also creating a legal precedent were the Bolsheviks. The economists of 

the time, led by Keynes, were supporters of the cancellation and believed that 

this could be effected in agreement with the USA; bankers thought otherwise. 

Therefore, they paid for Hitler to rise to power and were also backing up Mus-

solini and fascist gangs in Greece, France, Spain and other countries.

RELATIONS WITH CATHOLICISM

While the close relationship of fascist Italy with Catholicism is known, the fact 

that Nazis were fervent anti-Christians, but not atheists, who persistently perse-

cuted, as they did with Jews, Christian priests is not broadly known. They tried 

to establish their own Nazi religion, an amalgam of the ancient religions of the 

Vikings and the Teutons and Satanism. Of course, when they took the power 

they came in line with the Pope, but they did not give up their anti-Christian 

nature.

FASCISM IN GREECE,  THEN AND NOW

Paramilitary organisations with veiled fascist characteristics made an appear-

ance in the 1920s, but could not prevail due to the short-lived thriving of the 

representative liberal democracy with the Fourth Constitutional Assembly and 

the dethroning of the king in 1924. However, in 1932 after the Venizelos govern-

ment declared bankruptcy, a tendency towards deviation is gradually starting to 

show which, due to the political instability and the frequent uproar (reinstate-

ment of the king, action of paramilitary fascist organisations, failed coup d’état 

by Liberals lasting only a few days) lead to the suspension of the Parliament by 

Metaxas and the establishment of the 4th of August Regime in 1936.

For the record, let us not forget that in 1927 the first, in terms of action, fascist 

organisation was established in Greece, the National Union of Greece, known 

as EEE, who secretly recruited helmeted, dressed in military uniforms bear-

ing the swastika or the double axe and made assaults in Thessaloniki (against 

Jews, Slavs, refugees from the destruction of Asia Minor etc.), Ioannina, Athens, 

Crete and other regions. Having two branches (one being the workers and the 

other being the students) and imitating the European fascist regimes, the EEE 

also had a strong anticapitalistic reasoning and endorsed Corporatist ideas.  

As we mentioned earlier, the intense action of fascist organisations began after 

the 1932 bankruptcy and in the same way it has now appeared after the eco-

nomic crisis of 2008 and the consequent adoption of memorandums in Greece, 

while a rapid increase of the electoral weight of the extreme right, populistic 
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and often racist parties is also observed in Europe (an ultimate example is the 

fascist government of Ukraine).

It seems like that as more and more social strata are affected by the extreme 

consequences of the crisis and are marginalised, they are often attracted by 

the pretence of “new” coming from the past and asking with inarticulate cries 

the punishment of the culprits; it says “no” to the establishment, seeking only 

to change the faces and leaving the mechanisms intact, while serving the exact 

same system and mainly affects young people who, because of the technocrat-

ic, utilitarian and non-anthropocentric nature of the education they receive, 

are the most vulnerable victims of ideological propaganda.

Focusing on the Greek example, we must point out that despite the crisis, the 

poverty and the marginalisation of classes and in spite of the action of fascist 

organisations, fascism has neither gained, and nor is it gaining, a broad social 

basis as is the case in Italy or Germany, and this, for a number of reasons. We 

must be vigilant; “the bitch that bore him (fascism) is in heat again.”

In any case we must not only be distrustful, but we must also denounce extreme 

right and fascist parties that lead the effort with a strong counter-argument (an-

ti-European, against-memorandums and anti-parliamentary and so on) striving 

to hide their bigoted and xenophobic nature, or their verbally-abusive, full of 

threats, and murders even, criminal record. The only certain thing is that since 

they emerged out of the same wound that bore the regime parties, sooner or lat-

er they will reverse and show their real face. The gullible and always betrayed, 

according to Dionisios Solomos, masses will always be in the margin, as hatred, 

marginalisation and targeting of a great part of the social body, insecurity – de-

spite preaching of the contrary – and disorientation of the public opinion will 

reign. Let’s keep the eyes of our soul, always open, always alert…
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Indicative chronology of the Interwar period

Miscellaneous  Indicative chronology of the Interwar period

1914 World War I begins

1917 Russian Revolution 

1919 World War I ends. Paris peace confer-

ence. Versailles Treaty.

1921 German inflation begins.

1922 Mussolini marches on Rome; forms 

Fascist government. Asia Minor Disas-

ter; expulsion of the Greek population 

from Turkey and Black Sea coasts.  

1923 Adolf Hitler’s “Beer Hall Putsch” in Mu-

nich fails.

1924 Death of Lenin; Stalin wins power strug-

gle. Hitler is sentenced to five years in 

prison. Italian Fascists murder Socialist 

leader Giacomo Matteotti. 

1925 Hitler publishes Volume I of Mein Kampf 

(My Struggle).

1927 German economy collapses.

1929 First phase of Depression and world 

economic crisis.

1930 Nazis gain in German elections

1932 Nazis lead in German elections with 230 

Reichstag seats. Famine in USSR.

1933 Hitler appointed German chancellor, 

gets dictatorial powers. Reichstag fire 

in Berlin; Nazi terror begins.

1934 Hitler becomes führer.

1935 Nazis repudiate Versailles Treaty, intro-

duce compulsory military service. 

1936 Mussolini annexes Ethiopia. Rome-Berlin 

Axis proclaimed (Japan to join in 1940). 

Spanish civil war begins. 

1937 Hitler continues to build German pow-

er. Picasso’s Guernica mural.

1938 Political and geographical union of Ger-

many and Austria proclaimed. Munich 

Pact > Britain, France, and Italy agree to 

let Germany partition Czechoslovakia.

1939 Germany invades Poland; occupies Bo-

hemia and Moravia; renounces pact 

with England and concludes 10-year 

non-aggression pact with USSR. World 

War II begins.

1940 Hitler invades Norway, Denmark, the 

Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg 

and France. Churchill becomes Britain’s 

prime minister.  Estonia, Latvia, and 

Lithuania annexed by USSR.  

1941 Germany attacks the Balkans and Rus-

sia. Japanese surprise attack on U.S. 

fleet at Pearl Harbor brings U.S. into 

World War II;

1942 Nazi leaders coordinate the Holocaust.

1943 Mussolini deposed. 

1945 Hitler commits suicide. Yalta Confer-

ence. U.S. drops atomic bombs on Japa-

nese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

United Nations established.
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An essay on Pablo Picasso’s Guernica with 
questions and activities

GUER NICA, A MASTERPIECE

Spain, April 1937. The city of Guernica is destroyed by a surprise air attack. 

The German airforce Luftwaffe mobilized 24 bombers for this raid, attacking 

in two successive waves: the first hit the city on 26 April 1937, but it was poorly 

coordinated, composed of 6 bombers. The second wave, violently attacked, 

with 18 bombers, on the morning of April 27, was a real massacre. This bomb-

ing was and is still considered in international opinion as a war crime, given 

that Guernica did not have the anti-aircraft defence, the victims belonging to 

the civilian population alone. The balance of attack was overwhelming: 1654 

dead and over 800 injured. 

In 1936, the Spanish Republican government asked Spanish painter Pablo Pi-

casso to create a painting on modern technology for the Paris exhibition in 

the Spanish Pavilion. On May 1, 1937, Picasso was terrified of the news he 

received from Spain about the devastating event that had hit Guernica. Thus, 

the famous painting bearing the name of the bombed city represents the me-

morial, the homage brought by the famous painter to the missing. After hun-

dreds of sketches, the painting was done in less than a month, then sent to 

the Spanish Pavilion of the Fair, where it quickly became the main attraction 

of the visitor. The artist’s pain shocked the viewers as he suggested the con-

frontation of the Spanish people with suffering and not a typical technology 

celebration, as they expected to see at the fair. A striking replica gave Picasso 

the Nazi officer who had come to visit his studio when Paris was occupied by 
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the Germans. He, astounded by the beauty of the painting, asked him if he 

did really painted it, and he responded with an irony mixed with sadness, 

contempt and fury: “No, you did!”

The painting itself is not accessible to any viewer, it is not easy to decipher, 

virtually depicting a picture of universal suffering without space and time co-

ordinates. As the eyes adjust with the shapes and the frenzy, the figures begin 

to appear. On the left side, we see a woman whose body is back, holding her 

baby’s innocent body and screaming in pain and pain, this being one of the 

most devastating elements of the painting. On the right side of the woman is 

the head and part of the bull’s body, the only figure seemingly calm and un-

harmed in the midst of chaos. This is suggested by a dead or wounded man 

with a cut arm and a mutilated hand, a broken sword, a sign of the impossi-

bility of defending. In a closer look, the fact that only the arms and the head 

are visible, the rest of the body being concealed by the overlapping of other 

figures. At the centre of the painting is the body of a fearsome horse pierced 

by a spear, whose open mouth suggests the screams of pain. On the right we 

notice three other characters: two seem to be waiting for divine help, and the 

one at the top seems like a figure a character who watches wonderfully and 

helplessly at the provoked disaster, whose hand tries to keep the natural flame 

of the natural screeching through the window of a burned house. The faces 

of all are distorted in agony, the eyes are dislocated, open mouths, suggesting 

desperate screams and their tongues in the form of daggers.

The grey, black and white monochrome palette is striking for the eyes of the 

viewer. This can be applied either by the painter’s desire to play the newspa-

per and photo reports, black and white or by the desire to objectively suggest 

an eyewitness. At the same time, the entire composition creates the illusion of 

a newspaper material. The sharpness of the black and white scratches along 

the surface of the painting outlines a dramatic intensity of visual kinetic en-

ergy and the pinched motion.

At a somewhat superficial look, we can say that this composition is chaotic 

and confused, in a permanent metamorphosis, and the spectator is exposed 

to an intense scene of violence. The room is compressed and ambiguous, lab-

yrinthic, giving more perspective to viewers, a specific feature cubism before 

Picasso. The images overlap and intersect, sharpening the shapes and making 

it difficult to classify their boundaries. The bodies are distorted, half-shaded, 

the forms are discontinuous and fragmented. Everything seems to be a heter-

ogeneous mixture in which sharp limits seem to pierce and scatter the broken 
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bodies. But in all this seemingly artistic chaos, there is a superior, visual or-

der. Thus, Picasso balances the composition by organizing it in three vertical 

groups that move left and right, while the central figures are stabilized in a 

large triangle of light.

On the issue of the symbolism of the painting, we can discuss it indefinitely. 

Asked about this matter, Picasso said it was simply an appeal to people, mas-

sacred people and animals: “In the panel on which I work and call Guernica, 

I clearly feel sorrow for the deploration of the military camp that led Spain 

into an ocean of pain and death. The cat and the bull are the deadly struggles 

between the Republican fighters (horse) and the fascist army of Franco (the 

bull).” 

Picasso just said that the bull was brutality, the darkness, adding that “it is not 

the duty of the painter to define the symbols. Otherwise, it would be better if 

he had written them in words. The public looking at the image must interpret 

the symbols as they see it.” Thus, painting does not seem to have only one 

exclusive meaning, but it emits ambiguity, the lack of historical specificity, or 

the fact that brutal wars continue to exist, preserves the authenticity, univer-

sality and magnificence of this picture as it was in the context of 1937.

QUESTIONS

• Which topic is Picasso challenging through his painting?

• What was the most impressive characteristic of Guernica?

• Is there anything you would change (add or remove) on the painting?

• According to your opinion, what is the symbolism of the horse?

• Which could be the symbolism of the bull?

• What kind of feelings does Guernica invoke?

• The artist integrates two light sources in his painting. Can you locate them? 

Which role does each one serve?

• Is the scene taking place indoors or outdoors? Why?

• Is there an element of optimism in the painting? In other words, is there 

something that brings a feeling of hope to the viewer?

• Can you recall a painting other than Guernica that refers to the destructive 

nature of war?

ACTIVITIES

• Put together a short antiwar message, poem, or story.

• Draw/paint an artwork that can raise awareness on the catastrophic conse-

quences of war.

• Make a slogan or motto for peace, reconciliation, and love.
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Films of the Intewar Period

Film education can play an important role in bringing students closer to the 

understanding and knowledge of history. This can be achieved in two ways: 

through documentaries, and through fiction films. 

Since the very beginning of cinema, documentaries have chronicled man’s 

history, whether as an individual or as part of a society. Starting from docu-

mentaries like Robert Flaherty’s Nanook of the North, passing through the 

World War II documentaries (either recording the battles or its aftermath, 

e.g.: atrocities, the Holocaust, etc.) and leading up to the Vietnam war and 

various unnecessary, catastrophic invasions (Iraq, etc.).

Fiction has had the luxury to delve into a large number of important social top-

ics. Racism, fascism, religious and political intolerance, political and civilian 

rights, women’s rights, sexual diversities, minorities, genocide, political per-

secutions, immigration, animals’ rights. From earlier periods, with films by 

Griffith, Eisenstein, Pudovkin, Fritz Lang, and others to more recent decades 

with films by Luis Bunuel, Orson Welles, Jean Renoir, Akira Kurosawa, Alain 

Resnais, Ingmar Bergman, Ken Loach, Andrei Tarkovsky, and many others, 

the cinema has dealt in depth and, many times, with extraordinary courage, 

with these and other social problems, helping us to understand ourselves, our 

roots, our society and accept other societies and their different cultures.

Films of the interwar period include:

• Metropolis by Fritz Lang

• October by Sergei Eisenstein 

• Modern Times by Charlie Chaplin 

• La Regle du Jeu and La grande Illusion by Jean Renoir 

• All Quiet on the Western Front by Lewis Milestone 

• Fury by Fritz Lang

• The Blue Angel by Joseph Von Sternberg

• A nous la liberte by Rene Clair 

• A Farewell to Arms by Frank Borzage

• Land Without Bread by Luis Bunuel 

• The Grapes of Wrath by John Ford.

Miscellaneous  Films of the Intewar Period 
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Interwar Literature in Romania

Romanian Currents and Trends  

The Interwar Romanian Literature is characterized by the appearance of sev-

eral new concepts and trends. 

THE PRESS 

In the press, the main important titles were: 

“The Romanian Life” (Viata Romaneasca). It appears on the 6th of March 

1906 for the first time. It seizes to be issued during the First World War and it 

is launched again in 1920 when it is lead by Garabet Ibraileanu. Form 1930, 

the paper moves to Bucharest and it is managed by Mihail Ralea and George 

Calinescu. The magazine focuses on: 

• the authenticity and national spirit, as a social dimension that puts the peo-

ple at the center

• the european trends 

• the rejection of decadence and sympathy for the peasants.

“The Flyer” (Sburătorul) is issued in Bucharest between 1919-1922 and 1926-

1927. It was coordinated by the critic Eugen Lovinescu. The aim of the paper 

was: 

• promotion of young writers 

• developping a modern trend in the evolution of the Romanian literature

Some of the writers that started their career here: Ion Barbu, Camil Petrescu, 

Ilarie Voronca, George Călinescu, Pompiliu Constantinescu. 

“The Wisdom” (Gandirea) appears in Cluj in 1921 managed by Cezar Petrescu 

and I. Cucu. In 1922, it is moved to Bucharest and led by Nechifor Crainic. It 

will appear unitl 1944. 

Ø Revista tradiţionalistă “Gândirea” apare la Cluj în 1921 sub conducerea lui 

Cezar Petrescu şi I.Cucu. Among the traditional writers and poets that coop-

erated here we can mention: Lucian Blaga, Ion Pillat, Vasile Voiculescu, Cezar 

Petrescu, Mateiu Caragiale, Adrian Maniu şi Lucian Blaga. 
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“The Magazine of the Royal Foundations” (Revista fundaţiilor regale) appears 

monthly in Bucharest in 2 series: the first from 1934 and 1945 and the second 

between 1945 and 1947. The magazine is aimed to have strong roots in the 

national spirit. Among the most important writers that were involved here we 

can mention: Tudor Arghezi, Gala Galaction, Ion Barbu, Hontensia Papadat 

Bengescu. 

These years gave the way also for vanguardian publications, having the origin 

in the European non-conformist current called Dadaism. This was inovated 

in Zurich by Tristan Tzara ( jewish writer of Romanian origin). The writers 

expressed contempt towards a world uncapable to stop crime and wars. From 

this trend it appeared later the constructivism and the surrealism. 

The famous sculptor Constantin Brâncuşi based his modern art on these cur-

rents, like Pablo Picasso did the same in Spain. 

THE NOVEL 

The Romanian novels widens its theme, covering different social issues and 

more rich and complex approaches. 

A year of reference is 1920 when the novel “Ion” appears, written by Liviu Re-

breanu. It is the first Romanian novel comparable with universal masterpiec-

es, due to its strong impression of life which it is sending to its reader. 

Another important writers from the interwar period are Camil Petrescu, 

George Călinescu, Hortensia Papadat Bengescu, Mircea Eliade, Ionel Teodo-

reanu, Mateiu Caragiale, Mihail Sadoveanu. Among their works:

• “The Bed of Procust”, “The Last Night of Love, The First Night of War” - by 

Camil Petrescu 

• “Poor Ioanide”, “Otilia’s Enigma”- by George Calinescu 

• “Concert with Music from Bach”, “The Hidden Road”, “Roots” – by Horten-

sia Papadat Bengescu 

• “Mrs. Christina”, “Maitreyi”, “Gaudeamus”, “The Novel of the Shortsighted 

Teenager” – by Mircea Eliade 

• “At Medeleni”, “Lorelei”, “Noah’s Ark” – by Ionel Teodoreanu 

• “Old Court Kings” – by Mateiu Caragiale 

• “Nicoara Horsheshoe”, “The Marten Brothers”, “Ancuta’s Inn” – by Mihail 

Sadoveanu.
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THE P OETRY 

The modernist poetry developps around the Flyer Magazine. The modern po-

ets include: Ion Barbu, Tudor Arghezi, Camil Petrescu, Al. Phillipide, Demos-

tene Botez, Magda Isanos. 

The traditional poetry continues the rural thematic of lyrism and traditional 

lyrical formulas, innovating too little at the level of the expression. The tra-

ditional poetry praises the nature and the land, but also the national history. 

The poets gather around the Wisdom magazine. The most representative po-

ets are: Ion Pillat, Zaharia Stancu, Lucian Blaga, Vasile Voiculescu, etc. 

Here is a brief list of the most important poems: 

• “Here I came on older times” (Aci sosi pe vremuri) – Ion Pillat 

• “Prayer” (Rugăciune) - Octavian Goga 

• “I don’t destroy the crown of wonders of the world” (Eu nu strivesc corola de 

minuni a lumii) - Lucian Blaga 

• “The Oak” (Gorunul) - Lucian Blaga 

• “Lead” (Plumb) - George Bacovia 

• “Lacustrine” (Lacustră) - George Bacovia 

• “Background” (Decor) - George Bacovia 

• “King Crypto and Lappish Enigel” (Riga Crypto și Lapona Enigel) - Ion Barbu 

• “Timbre” (Timbrul) - Ion Barbu 

• “The One Who Thinks Alone” (Cel ce gândește singur) - Tudor Arghezi 

• “Indecision” (Nehotărâre) - Tudor Arghezi 

• “I Measure Thee in Noise’n’Silence” (Te drămuiesc în zgomot și-n tăcere) - 

Tudor Arghezi 

• “The Will” (Testament) - Tudor Arghezi
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Interwar Literature in Estonia

After the establishment of the Republic of Estonia, professionalism and diver-

sity in literature were followed by the emergence of literary institutions. The 

Estonian Writers Union was founded in 1922; the literary monthly Looming 

(Creation) first appeared in 1923 and is still the main periodical of its sort in 

Estonia. The Cultural Endowment Fund started work in 1925 and is the major 

provider of grants in the arts in the present-day Republic of Estonia. Here we 

have one of the most famous writers, poets and their creation.

ANTON HANNSEN TAMMSAARE

• Sõjamõtted, 1919 - Thoughts of War

• Juudit, 1921 - Judith

• Kõrboja peremees, 1922 - The Master of the Kõrboja

• Pöialpoiss, 1923 - The Midget

• Sic Transit, 1924

• Tõde ja õigus I-V, 1926-33 - Truth and Justice, Vol.1-5

• Meie rebane, 1932 - Our Fox

• Elu ja armastus, 1934 - The Life and the Love

• Ma armastasin sakslast, 1935 - I Loved a German

• Kuningal on külm, 1936 - The King Is Cold

• Hiina ja hiinlane, 1938 - China and a Chinese

• Põrgupõhja uus Vanapagan, 1939 - The Misadventures of the New Satan (or: 

Devil with a False Passport or: The New Devil of Hellsbottom (the latter be-

ing a literal translation from Estonian))

AUGUST MÄLK

Novels

• Kesaliblik (1926)

• Õnnepagulane (1928)

• Hukkumine (1928)

• Läbi öö (1929)

• Kivine pesa (1932)

• Üks neistsinastest (1933)

• Surnud majad (1934)

• Õitsev meri (1935)

• Läänemere isandad (1936)

• Taeva Palgen all (1937)

• Kivid Tules (1939)
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Short stories and novels

• Surnu surm (1926)

• Anne-Marie (six short stories, 1927)

• Surnud elu (1929)

• Jutte lindudest (six children stories, 1934)

• Rannajutud (five short stories, 1936)

• Avatud värav. Lugu minevikust (1937)

• Mere tuultes (four short stories, 1938)

Plays

• Moodne Cain (1930)

• Vaes mehe ututall (Comedy, 1932)

• Neitsid lampidega (Comedy, 1933)

• Isad tee (1934)

• Mees merelt (1935)

• Õitsev meri (dramatization of Andres Särev, 1936)

• Vanakurja vokk (dramatization of Paul Sepp, 1936)

• Õnnega hada (comedy, under the pseudonym Kihulane Juhan, 1937)

• Sikud kaevul (Comedy, 1938)

• Taeva Palgen all (dramatization of Andres Särev, 1938)

K ARL RISTIKIVI

Novels

• Tuli ja raud (Fire and Iron, 1938) 

• Õige mehe koda (The Abode of a Righteous Man, 1940) 

Other publications

• Semud (Pals; children’s book about puppies), Tallinn, 1936 

• Sellid (Chums; children’s book about kittens), Tallinn, 1938

AUGUST GAILIT

• Muinasmaa (novel, 1918)

• Klounid ja faunid (Serial, 1919)

• Rändavad rüütlid (collection of novels, 1919)

• August Gailiti surm (collection of novels, 1919)
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• Purpurne surm (novel, 1924)

• Idioot (collection of novels, 1924)

• Vastu hommikut (collection of novels, 1926)

• Aja grimassid (Serial, 1926)

• Ristisõitjad (collection of novels, 1927)

• Toomas Nipernaadi (novel, 1928)

• Isade maa (novel, 1935)

• Karge meri (novel, 1938)

• Ekke Moor (novel, 1941)

BETTI ALVER

Poetry 

• “Lugu valgest varesest: poeem”, Tartu 1931

• “Tolm ja tuli: luuletusi”, Tartu 1936

• “Arbujad: valimik uusimat eesti lüürikat”, Tartu 1938

• Kümme luuletust. – “Ammukaar”: kirjanduslik koguteos. I, Tallinn 1942

Novels

• “Tuulearmuke”, Tartu 1927 

• “Invaliidid”, Tartu 1930

• “Vabaharidustöö” kirjandusnädala erinumber: II-III, Tallinn 1930 (kogute-

os)

• “Viletsuse komöödia”, Tartu 1935 

• “Teosed”, 2. kd: “Tuulearmuke”, “Invaliidid”, “Viletsuse komöödia”, “Kõm-

pa”. Proosa 1927-1976, Tallinn 1992

KERSTI MERILAAS

 Poetry

• Loomingus (1935)

• Maantee tuuled (1938)

Children’s Books

• Munapühad (1940)
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BER NARD K ANGRO

• Collections of poetry “Sonetid” (1935) 

• “Vanad majad” (1937)

• “Reheahi” (1939)

AUGUST SANG

• Üks noormees otsib õnne (1936)

• Arbujad: valimik uusimat eesti lüürikat (compilation 1938)

• Heinrich Heine (Biography, 1938)

• Müürid (1939)

Those were few of very good writers in Estonia during Interwar period. Many 

of them wrote even after World War II. Estonian literature was at peak during 

this time and many are still idols to Estonian writers and poets.
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Miscellaneous  Fashion of the 20s 

The revolution reflected in the clothing of 
the Interwar Period time 

The period from the end of the First World War to the 1930s is usually defined 

as the “Roaring Twenties”. This can already explain the enormous change that 

society undergoes, especially with regard to the female universe and the fash-

ion of the 20s. The freedom the women now breathe is perfectly reflected in 

the fashion of the 20s, and the fashion designers take the opportunity to cre-

ate clothes with more colorful and light materials, going to decrease forms of 

constraint such as corsets and girdles. Only elasticized corsets, made by syn-

thetic materials and already equipped with zipper, remain. The clothes of the 

20s get very shorter and the first synthetic fabrics are used, because of also 

the scarcity of materials during the First World War. Custom made clothes are 

replaced by ready-made clothes. The great influence of a new musical genre 

coming from USA is undoubted: the jazz. The girls, that hanged out at the 

clubs where jazz was played, wore short and frayed clothes and were called 

Flappers. The smoke in public, wear short hair (the Bob haircut), sometimes 

they wear men’s clothing (à la garçonne) and enjoy a ruthlessness never seen 

before. The most popular day dress of the 20s is straight cut with soft lines, 

the ancestor of the sheath dress, with edge that arrives at the knee, already 

presented in 1916 by the designers Lanvin and Chanel, which will then be 

taken up again in the following fashion. The peculiarity of these clothes is 

given by the lowering of the belt compared to the natural waist line; belts are 

used on robes placed much lower, on the hips, or they are just fake belts that 

are always sewn low.  An article of clothing introduced in the fashion of the 

20s is also the blouse with a sailor neckline, arrived in Europe as early as 1917 

with American troops.  It is immediately adopted by new designers, such as 

Chanel, who begins to produce than with fabrics typical of men’s clothing, 

such as jersey, and they are worn with a pleated skirt and cardigan kept closed 

by a low belt. On cold days the girls wear a tight coat or a cardigan, while 

for the evening the arms can remain uncovered, wearing only a cape on the 

shoulders. A great classic among the clothes of 20s is the little black dress, 

created by Chanel, also renamed Ford dress, for its great popularity. Another 

field that greatly influences the fashion of the 20s is art, with new modernist 

movements, that draw a willowy figure, without curves and less feminine. 

Surrealism breaks into fashion thanks to Elsa Schiaparelli in 1927, with her 

trompe l’oeil sweater with bow, copied immediately into fashion magazines.
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The consequences of WWII on Greece and 
Messinia

World War II, the most destructive war in human history, is considered to 

have resulted in more than 50,000,000 deaths and a total cost of damages, ac-

cording to the data of those times, of one trillion dollars. Its toll was the com-

plete collapse of the economies of many countries, ruined cities, damaging 

effects on the world’s cultural heritage, polluted water supplies and ruined 

sewage networks due to bombardment, as well as environmental damage due 

to lack of international provisions for environmental protection (the ozone 

layer, forests, biodiversity), resulting in the pollution of the sea and the nat-

ural environment in general. Furthermore, it caused feelings of pessimism, 

horror, despair and hopelessness in the human community, especially in the 

peoples who were caught in its whirl, feelings that took a long time to subside 

and allow them to regain their optimism for life.

Greece was the only country to have simultaneously faced the armies of four 

countries, Albania, Italy, Germany and Bulgaria whilst the number of days 

that it resisted the enemies were the highest (219 days), compared with Nor-

way which resisted for 61 days, France for 43, Poland for 30, Belgium for 18, 

Holland for 4, Yugoslavia for 3 whilst Denmark offered no resistance at all 

since the Danish king, as a sign of submission, gave the crown to one of Hit-

ler’s motorcyclists to be taken to Hitler in Berlin.

The Greek casualties during the war were significant. During the German oc-

cupation, from April 1941 till October 1944, Greece suffered the biggest per-

centage of human loss and destructions than any other occupied European 

country. Although the consequences of that period still remain in the collec-

tive memory, paradoxically very little is known about the German occupa-

tion of Greece and of the other Balkan countries, even though international 

researchers such as the historian Dieter Pohl, are constantly adding to the 

written history of World War II. Greece mourned 20,000 soldiers and 140,000 

civilians while it is estimated that the total loss of life reached 500,000 armed 

and unarmed. The German occupation was particularly cruel as it involved 

horrible atrocities and war crimes committed against innocent civilians in 

retaliation for any deviation from their rules. The slaughter of all the men and 

boys in the village of Kalavryta was the massive retaliation for the execution 

of 77 German prisoners who had been captured by the Greek partisans.
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The slaughter began in the northern Peloponnese, specifically on the coast 

of Achaia when the passing Wehrmacht troops burned villages and murdered 

civilians who happened to be in their way.  The extermination of the male 

population and the total destruction of Kalavryta by the soldiers of the 117th 

Commando Division on 13th December 1943, is the worst example of war 

crime committed in Greece during World War II. Also the village of Kandano 

in Chania was completely damaged by the Germans. The sign referring to it 

today in the new village lets people know about what happened there. Our 

country suffered unspeakable atrocities including executions of civilians, 

rape and looting.

Material damage was certainly incalculable. Greece lost almost 75% of its 

merchant shipping, which constituted a vital income for the country and its 

economy while, at the same time, the valuable cheques sent by Greeks abroad 

stopped coming. In the industrial section, the textile industry declined re-

sulting in high unemployment. Imports stopped with the advent of war and 

many factories closed for lack of raw materials and fuel. The only important 

munition factory (Bodosakis) had to close as materials would have to be im-

ported from Germany and its machinery was dismantled and sent there while 

its premises were used for Luftwaffe repairs. Fishing was forbidden for mili-

tary reasons. Railway and land transport services were limited to a minimum 

since infrastructure, bridges, railway lines, irrigation works were damaged. 

The country suffered such a severe blow that it set it back many years. To re-

cover, would take a long time after the war ended.

In addition, Germany and Italy moved on to systematically ravage the occu-

pied countries, as they considered them sources of raw materials, food and 

work force. The Germans had two main economic interests in Greece: the 

provision of goods from the occupied country as well as its minerals, which 

they drained. With the occupation by the forces of the Axis began the con-

fiscation of properties and from the middle of May 1941 officials of the war 

finance office of Wehrmacht  confiscated all the existing goods of vital impor-

tance as well as all industrial produce, in order to send them to Nazi Germany. 

According to the Hague convention of 1899 and that of Brussels, and also the 

Hague convention of 1907, when an army occupies a foreign country it ought 

to ensure its own food supply country and only supplement it, when needed, 

with supplies from the occupied country on condition that it does not upset 

the needs of the local population. The forces of the Axis not only ignored this 

rule, but also made it impossible for the Greek population to support them-
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selves from their own produce, which in peace time had been adequate.

Moreover, between 1st May 1941 and 15th October 1942 Germany appropriat-

ed all the tools of production from Greece without recompense making eco-

nomic recovery impossible. All the olive oil, raisins, tobacco, figs and olives 

produced were confiscated as spoils of war or bought for very low prices and 

were transported to Germany for the German population or to feed the Ger-

man army in North Africa. Even Greek water was sent to Africa while canning 

factories were created to conserve Greek produce and send it to their own 

country. So, goods worth 45,700,000 marks were sent to Germany from Greece 

reaching a peak by the end of 1942 of 150,000,000 marks. What little was left 

was considered to be war smuggling and was not only taken but people would 

also be punished if they refused to surrender it. So, terrified, people hurried 

to surrender anything they had in their possession and offered it to be confis-

cated. Frequently there would be confiscations of food and animals. Also the 

total amount of gold taken is unconfirmed as is the number of archaeological 

treasures.

The occupying forces were indifferent and tyranical towards the people in 

many ways. A decisive factor in the hunger brought about by the German oc-

cupation was also the embargo that was inflicted upon the Nazis by the Allied 

Forces. Great Britain created a blockade round the mainland of Europe and 

no merchandise of any kind was permitted to be sent to an occupied coun-

try. The Allie’s embargo was also inflicted on the naval forces of Greece thus 

blocking the replenishing of Greece with basic foodstuffs, while the especially 

harsh winter of 1941 made things worse. Because of the embargo every dis-

patch of help from other countries was made impossible. Transfer of food-

stuff was also impossible and so olive oil from Crete or Mytilini hardly ever 

reached Athens.

From May 1941 forecasts for the following winter were more than worrying. 

The German proxy Altenburg informed the foreign office of the Reich that 

hunger would spread if shortage of food supplies did not end. Discussions in 

Berlin ended with a negative answer, while the Proxy was ordered to forget 

any demand from Germany. Provisions from Russia were not possible either. 

In fact, in October Hitler passed the responsibility of feeding the Greeks to 

the Italians and Mousolini’s reply was that Hitler “took from the Greeks even 

their shoelaces and is now expecting the Italians to feed them”. The famine 

of 1941-1944 hit mainly the big cities of the country. (Athens, Piraeus, Thessa-

loniki), but also the islands of Greece, especially Samos and Chios, the lower 
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social classes being most vulnerable, while the longest list of deaths was of 

the unemployed, pensioners and civil servants. The sight of dead people on 

the streets became an everyday thing. The Swedish Diplomat and member of 

the Red Cross in Greece in 1942 Paul Mon describes Athens in his memoirs: 

“The city presented a desperate spectacle. Hungry men with hollow cheeks 

crawled in the streets, grey-faced children with thin, spiderlike legs, fighting 

with the dogs round the piles of rubbish. When the cold started in the Autumn 

of 1941 people fell down on the streets with exhaustion. During those months 

one would stumble over dead bodies every day. Mortuaries were opened in 

many areas of Athens. The city trucks would go on a round every day collect-

ing corpses. In the graveyards they would be piled on top of each other. Re-

spect for the dead, so deeply rooted in the Greeks, had been dulled”.   

The extent of this human catastrophy cannot be fully estimated as a large 

number of deaths were intentionally never recorded, so that starving families 

could use the ration cards of their dead relatives. The survival instinct drove 

people to creating unusual meals. So words like: bobota, kourkouti, koukout-

salevro (strange mixtures of any ingredients they could find) became asso-

ciated with the hunger of the occupation. There were even cases of people 

resorting to eating hedgehogs, dogs, cats, donkeys and tortoises. In the rural 

areas things were a little better because of the continued  existence of some 

livestock and farm produce. In the countryside was the so called “battle of 

produce” to ensure that some produce would not be protected and not be loot-

ed by the occupational forces.

The cost of essential goods rose to 50,000 times more than they cost before, 

while salaries only rose to 2,000 times more. Salaries were only enough for 

three okas of olive oil or six okas of bread. (an oka is 1,280 gms). The cost of 

living, starting from 1940, doubled in the first semester of the occupation. In 

October 1943 it was 335 times higher than it was before the war. In December 

1943 it was 828 times higher and by the last month of the occupation, October 

1944, it had reached dizzying heights. The value of the gold pound against 

the drachma which was 1 to every 375 before the war had now reached 1 to 

every 600,000. Inflation was the consequence of the miserable conditions but 

also the result of intentional actions of the occupiers, who had three basic 

aims: a) through inflation they could easily gain possession of everything they 

wanted by paying with a totally devalued currency, b) through creating miser-

able conditions, people would be forced to sell their houses, their jewelry and 

generally all their possessions and be made to turn to the conqueror to ask 
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for work in the German factories (in September 1944 the Greek compulsory 

workers on the “ground of the Reich” reached 16,000)  and c) through misery 

and hunger they would subdue any resistance from the weakened population.       

The collapse of the Greek economy and the destruction of the productive fab-

ric of the country, caused the fall of the people’s standard of living. The lack of 

basic goods and the authoritarianism of the conquerors resulted in the com-

plete misery of a big part of the population of Greece, as the citizens were 

plagued by hunger, the black market and the danger of diseases, thus bringing 

about their moral and psychological humiliation.  

After the conquest of the country by the Nazis and Fascists, thousands of 

Greek people were forced to seek refuge abroad. Longing for reunion with 

Greece, the people of the Dodecanese islands, who had been under Italian 

occupation since 1912 and their aim had always been the union with Greece, 

through their foundations in Egypt, founded a Committee of Dodecanese Col-

lection, which supported Greek refugees and those enlisted in the Allied forc-

es stationed in the Middle East.

The “cages of death” were another horrible atrocity of this war. While the Ger-

mans in their retreat destroyed railway installations, buildings, rails, steam 

engines and carriages, they left the “cages” intact. Those were open railway 

carriages which would be turned into big cages, into which the conquerors 

piled Greek prisoners of war using them as a shield in front of the trains, 

to prevent sabotage and attacks by the rebels against them. They placed the 

“cage” in the front of the railway train, so that in the event of sabotage, the 

first who would get killed would be those in it. The placing of people in the 

“cage” was a torture, as they travelled from Piraeus to whatever destination, 

exposed to  cold, rain and snow, in light clothes and without any protection 

and knowing that the forces of the resistance would not be deterred from 

their activities.

Hunger and all other miseries of the war hit Messinia too. Apart from requisi-

tioning people’s homes, continuing arrests of patriots, torture and executions 

or the dispatch of people to concentration camps, on 12th April 1944 opera-

tion “Erodios” started, which was one more, comparatively unknown, blood-

stained page in the history of the occupation.

Starting a big clearing operation with multiple targets all over Messinia, the 

Germans intended to hit the forces of ELAS and disband the support for ELAS 
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in villages by arresting officers and members of EAM and other revolution-

ary groups. In parallel, by terrorizing the population they intended to spread 

the political and military ideas of the Security Battallions. For about 12 days 

Messinia experienced total terror, as Germans and members of the Security 

Battallions combed the whole area, Meligala, Zagarena, Halvatsou, Skarmi-

ga, Nissi, Arfara, Filia, arrested people, burned houses, plundered properties 

and abused citizens. Among the dead were Eleni and Theodoros Koulambas, 

siblings of the leader of the agricultural revolution (the currant revolution in 

1935) in Messinia, Tassis Koulambas, who was at the time held prisoner, in 

Haidari. With their final withdrawal from the country the Germans attempted 

to destroy buildings and vital areas of the economy of the city of Kalamata, the 

port and other places.

During the occupation, the strong will of the Greeks to get rid of the Nazi 

occupation, gave rise to a powerful Resistance movement which managed to 

control quite a big part of the country and resist the conquerors, while the 

National Freedom Front and the unofficial groups supported, as far as they 

were able to, those who were in danger of malnutrition and of hunger with 

the introduction of rationing. Furthermore, after the war, because the con-

sequences of World War II were heavy for the whole world, the United Na-

tions Organisation was created, whose main aim was the prevention of future 

conflicts and the preservation of peace, the protection of human rights, the 

assurance of equal rights for all peoples, the care of refugees, the offering of 

humanitarian aid and the preservation of the world’s cultural heritage.

In order - for us as well as for younger generations - to be able to go beneath 

the surface of the destructive event of World War II but also the consequences 

of any war conflict, it is necessary to show the importance of the historical 

events and to protect the historical truth, matters that lie with the societies 

and the peoples who were caught in the whirl of the blood war and paid its 

heavy tolls. And they all have a vital interest to preserve the knowledge and the 

historic memory. And there may have been written that “the problem about 

children’s education is that the memoirs of wars are written by people who 

were not killed in the war”, (expressed by the Belgian anarchist and surrealist 

Louis Scutenaire), but all of the above constitute and illustrate truths and are 

at least objectively accepted. It lies with the responsibility and judgement of 

the world society to create better living conditions for all peoples establishing 

peace and real democracy for all without repeating the horrors of the terrible 

war, with war conflicts or/and in any other way.
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